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Canvas held hostage by hacker group, 
affecting thousands of schools

VotingMatters Event Brought to 
Fresno City College

YOUTUBE
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On May 7 a hacker group known as 
ShinyHunters hacked Canvas, an 
education platform by Instructure and 
made it inaccessible to Fresno City College 
students and thousands of  other 
institutions. 
     The group threatened to release 
personal data obtained from the security 
breach, including student names and ID 
numbers, emails and private messages sent 
over the platform, according to Reuters. 
     ShinyHunters released a statement 
demanding affected schools to “negotiate a 
settlement” with the group to prevent the 
information from being released. 
     The State Center Community College 
District stated, “there is no evidence that 
MyPortal or other SCCCD systems have 
been compromised” in an email sent to 
students on May 7.
     Canvas was restored and considered 
“safe to resume use” by SCCCD in a 
statement on May 9. Students will be able 
to access Canvas early Monday, May 11, 

according to SCCCD.  
     “As a precautionary measure, the 
District will wait until Monday morning 
before restoring access to Canvas,” the 
website states.
     The website explained that access to 
Canvas will be suspended and cannot be 
accessed from students' MyPortal page. 
     “Due to statewide security issues with 
Canvas/Instructure, access to Canvas/
Instructure is being temporarily suspended 
from MyPortal. Do not attempt to access 
via any bookmarks you may have saved,” 
the SCCCD website states.  
     In response to the breach, SCCCD 
required students to reset their passwords 
on MyPortal. 
     SCCCD also warns of  possible 
malicious emails being sent to students. 
Students are advised to not open any links 
outside of  SCCCD or Fresno City College 
association.
     ShinyHunters is a hacking group that 
dates back to 2019. Notable hacks 

committed by the group include a breach 
of  Tubi, Microsoft, AT&T Wireless, Pizza 
Hut Australia and Wattpad. 
     In a post by ShinyHunters, the group 
stated the deadline to negotiate is May 12. 

Sophia Wilson & Katrina Saldivar Reporters
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Fresno City College invited the non-profit news organization 
CalMatters to hold a VotingMatters event on campus May 7. 
During the event, students learned about the upcoming 
gubernatorial primary race. May 18 is the final day to register to 
vote for this election, and June 2 is the final day to cast a vote.
     Calmatters produced a voting guide, available on its website, 
designed to help voters understand the top candidates' positions on 
important issues.
     According to polls, the current leading eight candidates are 
Xavier Becerra, Chad Bianco, Steve Hilton, Matt Mahan, Katie 
Porter, Tom Steyer, Tony Thurmond and Anonio Villaraigosa. 
They were all interviewed on topics like affordability, taxes, 
housing, unhoused, climate, Trump, justice, health care and 
artificial intelligence on the CalMatters site. 
     Another addition on the website is an interactive quiz with 11 
questions that focus on the issues above. Each question shows 
different stances on each topic given by the top eight candidates. 
At the end, the answers are totaled to show the taker which 
candidate most closely shares their values. 
     California operates under a jungle primary system, meaning 
that the top two candidates, regardless of  party, will move onto the 
election in November. In most other states, Republican and 
Democratic candidates do not square off  in the primary.
     Some worry that by splitting the Democratic vote between the 
top six candidates, while Republicans only have two top 
candidates, the two possible future governors on the ballot in 
November could be both Republicans.
     As of  May 4, the top four candidates are former Fox News host 
Steve Hilton (Republican), former Health and Human Services 
Secretary Xavier Becerra (Democrat), Riverside County sheriff  
Chad Bianco (Republican) and environmental advocate and 
investor Tom Steyer (Democrat).
     Becerra and Steyer share a view on how California should 
handle taxes; higher taxes on wealthy people and large 
corporations. Steyer and Becerra also agree that the way to make 
California more affordable is to build new houses as soon as 
possible. 
     Regarding health care costs, Steyer and Becerra both say to 
adopt single-payer health care, a state-run universal system that 
replaces private insurance. 
     However, when it comes to artificial intelligence (AI), Becerra 

wants to ensure that AI technology is helpful to workers and 
doesn’t mass-replace human workers. Steyer, on the other hand, 
wants to collect a fee from AI usage to pay for services such as 
financial support for displaced workers.
     On the Republican side, Bianco and Hilton want income tax 
breaks for all. On making California affordable, Bianco wants to 
lower the price of  gas by getting rid of  many environmental 
regulations and Hilton wants to cut regulations on businesses 
across the board. 
     On the subject of  health care costs, Hilton believes that health 
care is not the highest priority and California can’t do it alone, but 
it does need improvements. Bianco wants to target waste and 
regulations on hospitals that contribute to high costs. 
     With artificial intelligence, Hilton wants students to be 
prepared for whatever the future holds, and Bianco believes that 
AI has benefits and drawbacks and to be wary of  how it can be 
used negatively. 
     During the FCC event, attendees watched video clips from the 
candidates' interviews discussing affordability. The candidates in 
this race all have a wide variety of  opinions on how to address 
California’s affordability crisis.
     “Not everyone is aware of  what this person [gubernatorial 
candidates] stands for,” Charlene Xiong, an FCC student said. 
“People just know ‘vote for this party,’ but not necessarily what the 
candidate wants to do as an individual.” 
     The event was led by Dan Hu, the director of  partnerships at 
CalMatters. He said that democracy only works if  people engage. 
     “Democracy engaging means showing up, talking to your 
neighbors. At the start, it could be protesting, it could be all these 
other things, calling your city council member, but at the most 
basic level, it's talking to each other,” said Hu.
     The CalMatters voting guide also shows who has donated to 
each candidate’s campaign and how much. 
     “I think introducing the website was really smart. He showed 
us how to see which corporations and companies are founding 
these candidates. If  you know this company I'm boycotting is 
donating to this one person's campaign you can see maybe there 
are some underlying problems that might not align,” FCC student 
Sarah Trujill said.

(From Left to Right) Nathaniel Rivera, Izabella Rocha, 
Dan Hu, Charlene Xiong and Sarah Trujill engaging at the 
CalMatters VotingMatters event on May 7 at Fresno City 
College. Photo by Katrina Saldivar

Sports Editor Juan Muratalla posed as a 
hacker typing codes into a laptop. photo by 
Collins Tanomkhum & Joel Arellano
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