
     The 2025-2026 Fresno City College 
football season is here. “The vibes are 
good, and the team is feeling great,” 
Head Coach Tony Caviglia said.    
     After a strong summer program, 
the Rams are ready and focused for 
the upcoming season. 
     However, there were also some 
major challenges. Most of  the Rams 
played each other in high school and 
had built rivalries so getting along 
and respect is a major part of  team 
chemistry. 
     It’s hard to build a strong chemistry 
as this is a two-year program, so 
players are gone every two years. 
     “As you may know it’s been 
hot these past couple weeks, so 
conditioning is important, so he made 

sure his players were well conditioned 
and prepared for this heat,” Cavigila 
said.
     On Aug. 30, the Rams hosted the 
season opener against Diablo Valley 
College Vikings at 5 p.m. where the 
Rams lost 10-3. The Rams looked 
good at the start of  the game but the 
Vikings took control of  the game 
quickly as the Vikings managed to stop 
the Rams running game. The Vikings 
had taken a 3-0 lead in the first quarter 
after the Rams fumbled the ball. As 
time expired in the first half, the Rams 
tied the game 3-3.
     In the second half, the Rams threw 
two interceptions to the Vikings, 
one of  those resulted in a Vikings 
touchdown. 

     The Rams had forced the Vikings 
to turn the ball over three times which 
none resulted in a Rams score.
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     When Mitch Karraker stepped into the head 
coaching role at Fresno City College in 2022, he 
didn’t walk into a new legacy, he walked into a 
responsibility.
     Now, entering his fourth season, he’s made it 
clear: the Rams aren’t just continuing a legacy, 
they’re elevating it.
     Under Karraker, the Rams have claimed 
three straight Central Valley Conference 
championships, sent dozens of  players to the 
next level and reignited the program’s standing 
as one of  the state’s elite. Along the way, 
Karraker has earned Coach of  the Year honors 
three times, but he’s quick to deflect credit.
     “It’s about the players and staff,” Karraker 
said. “I just try to put them in position to 
succeed, they’re the ones who’ve earned 
everything we’ve accomplished.”
From Valley Kid to National Stage 
     Born in Mountain View and raised in Fresno, 
Karraker’s baseball roots run deep in the Central 
Valley. He played at Buchanan High school, 
played at Fresno City College,  then transferred 
to the University of  Oregon  where he became 
a gritty, defensive-minded catcher known for his 
leadership.
     After graduating, Karraker began climbing 
the college coaching ladder. He spent nearly a 
decade coaching at Oregon, Baylor University, 
and Loyola Marymount College, before 
returning to coach at FCC in 2022.
     And while he’s never satisfied, he’s grateful.
     “This job is a blessing,” Karraker said. 
“Every day I get to walk onto that field with our 
guys, it reminds me why I started coaching in 
the first place.”
Culture, Not Just Championships
    Karraker’s coaching philosophy centers on 
more than wins. He builds teams on respect, 

discipline, pride and selflessness; values he 
instills from the first day of  fall camp.
     “We’re demanding, but we’re invested,” 
Karraker said. “If  our guys leave here better 
students, better people and better players, we’ve 
done our job.”
     His attention to detail and relationship 
building have earned him respect across the 
conference, not only as a tactician, but as a 
mentor.
     “The game’s built on relationships,” 
Karraker said. “I try to earn my players’ trust, 
because when they believe in what we’re doing, 
everything else follows.”
A JUCO Blueprint for Excellence
     The junior college path isn’t always 
glamorous. Karraker deals with frequent 
roster turnover, fundraising challenges and 
limited resources. But he doesn’t complain, he 
competes.
     “You have to build fast and build smart,” 
Karraker said. “We structure this program like 
a four-year weights, academics, accountability; 
because we want our guys ready for what’s 
next.”
     What’s followed is a stream of  player 
development success stories: walk-ons turned 
starters, overlooked recruits turned scholarship 
athletes, Karraker said. That’s what fuels him.
     “That’s the reward; seeing them grow and 
move on,” Karraker said. “It’s why we do this.”
Vision for the Future
     With his team on the rise, Karraker is 
focused on what’s next. He’s advocating for 
facility upgrades, more training technology and 
expanded resources to help the program sustain 
its momentum.
     “Our field is historic, but we want to give 
our players modern tools to match their effort,” 
Karraker said. “We’re fundraising, planning and 
pushing to take this place even higher.”
What Drives Him
     Off  the field, Karraker is a man of  faith and 

family. He credits 
his parents for 
their support, his 
wife and children 
for grounding 
him and his 
faith in Christ 
for keeping his 
identity rooted 
beyond the field.
     “Baseball’s 
been good to me, 
it’s given me a 
career, friends, a 
purpose,” Karraker said. “But my faith and my 
family come first. Baseball is what I do. It’s not 
who I am.”
     Still, it’s clear the game is 
woven into who he is and he’s 
helping his players become.
A Legacy in Progress
     Three Coach of  the 
Year titles, Three CVC 
championships and Dozens of  
player success stories. And still, 
Karraker’s focus is on the work 
ahead, building a sustainable 
powerhouse that reflects the 
valley’s toughness, values and 
pride.
     “We’re not done,” Karraker  
said. “We want to keep getting 
better and leave this place 
better than we found it.”
     With Karraker at the 
helm, the Rams aren’t 
just chasing titles, they’re 
building something built to last.
     “We want to win championships,” Karraker 
said. “But more importantly, I want these guys 
to leave here prepared for baseball and for life.”
prepared for baseball and for life.”

No. 83 Josiah Morley Rams wide receiver warms up for season opener at Ratcliffe Stadium Aug. 30. Photo by Wyatt Bible.

Homegrown Leadership, Championship Results: Head baseball Coach 
Builds a Legacy at FCC

The Rams look good in practice but are they 
good enough on the field?
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Fresno City College head baseball coach Mitch 
Karraker poses for a photo at the FCC baseball field 
on Aug.20. Photo by Ryan Anderson.

No. 14 Michael Holmes Rams defensive back 
recieves catch at Ratcliffe Stadium on Aug. 
30. Photo by Wyatt Bible.
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Football: 
 Sept. 13  Fresno City College V. American 

River 5 p.m. (Ratcliffe Stadium)

Sept. 27 Fresno City College V. San Mateo 5 
p.m.  (Ratcliffe Stadium)

Men’s Soccer:
Sept. 12 Fresno City College V. Canada 4 

p.m. (Ratcliffe Stadium) 

Sept. 16 Fresno City College V. Cabrillo 4:30 
p.m. (Ratcliffe Stadium)

Sept. 19 Fresno City College V. Bakersfield 4 
p.m. (Ratcliffe Stadium)

Oct. 3 Fresno City College V. Lemoore 4 
p.m. (Ratcliffe Stadium)

Oct. 10 Fresno City College V. Clovis 4 p.m. 
(Ratcliffe Stadium)

Women’s Soccer:
Sept. 16 Fresno City College V. Merced 2 

p.m. (Ratcliffe Stadium) 

Sept. 23 Fresno City College V. Clovis 4 p.m. 
(Ratcliffe Stadium) 

 
Sept. 26 Fresno City College V. Taft 4 p.m. 

(Ratcliffe Stadium) 
 

Oct. 3 Fresno City College V. Porterville 1 
p.m.(Ratcliffe Stadium) 

 
Volleyball: 

Oct. 3 Fresno City College V. Clovis Com-
munity College 6 p.m. (FCC Gym)

Oct. 15 Fresno City College V. Columbia 5 
p.m. (FCC Gym)

 Water Polo:
Sept. 17 Fresno City College V. San Joaquin 

Delta 5 p.m. (FCC Pool)
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