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A NEW ERA FOR RAMS SOFTBALL

Paige Gerber \ Reporter
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A new era for Fresno City Softball started as
Coach Linda Garza won both of her first games
on Saturday Jan. 27, after being announced as
head coach last year.

With a new season underway, the experience
of her players allows Garza to have high hopes
for the season.

“I don’t know a lot about our opponents. We
definitely rely on a lot of returners, we have a ton
of sophomores that start,” Garza said.

Garza said after their first home game of the
season, they should have a better understanding
of what to expect for the rest of the season.

As the 2024 campaign continues, Garza knows
that her team will need to grow and change if
they want to improve on and off the field.

“I get a ton of experiences and just a lot of
cool, eclectic, type places that I've gotten to be at
and just met a ton of people have gotten to lead
some incredible athletes and incredible indi-
viduals,” Garza said. “It’s just constantly forever
changing and forever evolving. And I just feel like
that’s kind of what education is. It’s one way for
awhile and then we evolve and it gets better. So
I'm excited.”

Garza teaches her players the fundamentals
and believes her methods are mechanical. She
makes sure her players are spending enough
time practicing on different game situations in
order to be prepared for anything and everything
that her team could face.

According to Garza, having her team play
clean and fundamentally sound softball is im-
portant for team success.

But as much as she’s focused on success,
Garza knows that the athletes can learn as much
from losing as they can from winning.

“You have a ton of failure and your relation-
ship with failure has to grow. Failure is just feed-
back, from that feedback we can make adjust-
ments on our next play,” Garza said.

According to Garza, it’s about managing
failure and mentally figuring out how to counter
negative thoughts.

“... she |Garza] goes, you just have to control
what you can control, you can’t control when he
[the umpire] calls balls and strikes. I was like,
okay, you're right. Control what you do day to
day life, things that she’s just are so fast in the
past four months of knowing her. She’s already
instilled in me.” Talyn Lerma, FCC student and
catcher for the Rams, said.

After the first weekend she got to see a good
idea of what other talent looked like.

She highlights two players who are going to
continue playing at university level. Their suc-
cess is related to the experience they gained at
Fresno City College.

Lerma currently has the highest batting aver-
age on the team according to FCC athletics. She
was happy to score straight off the bat, but knew
they struggled defensively in their first game.

“We got out of that inning, were up three, two
and then after that, we just put our foot on the
gas,” Lerma said. “But our team, no matter what,

if someone struck out, they came in the dugout,
and we said, you know, we’re gonna get you back
up, we're gonna do our job.”

FCC’s softball team were able to win their first
game 12-2, and their second one 7-1 that same
day. Consistency and hard work is their key to
success.

“We have positions that people have never

“Softball is a game of failure. So it’s really
mentally challenging and you just have to get in
there and be positive and let your teammates
pick you up when you are failing,” Nunes said.

The games were at Allan Hancock in Santa
Maria. FCC won 12-2 with a total of 12 runs bat-
ted in. Nunes scored in bringing the score up.

Finishing the second game with a win of 7-1

Azaria Sanchez, #2, striking a ball at home base during a hitting drill practice at Granite Park
on Jan. 30. Photo/ Josiah Poynter

played before that they're playing, they're step-
ping up because our team needs it,” Lerma said.

Lerma has liked playing under Garza so far,
gaining motivation and work ethic through ac-
countability.

Garza uses accountability as a cornerstone
for her team, when someone falls down every-
one picks her up. Which can be the hardest part
about being a teammate.

“It takes a lot of pride and teamwork to help
each other,” Lerma said. “The second game we
went on seven innings. Our team no matter what,
if someone struck out, they came in the dugout,
and we said, “we’re gonna get you back up, we're
gonna do our job, we’re gonna go through a
lineup right now, we’re gonna get you back up to
redeem yourself.”

Kylie Nunes plays center-field as a sophomore
at FCC.

score. Lerma and Nunes were highlighted up at
bat. Lerma scored halfway through the game,
raising the score.

With a lot more games to play and plenty of
time to prepare, the Rams Softball team will be
playing away at Cabrillo College on Feb. 15 at
noon.

The opening ceremony for the softball field
at FCC is set for Feb. 24. Renovations are being
made at FCC’s facilities.




