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by Jonathan Esquivel

Rampage Reporter

Every day, thousands of 
Fresno’s young people try to 
figure out what there is to do in 
this town.  While many decide to 
get dinner or hit up some of the 
local clubs, many take advantage 
of the growing music scene in 
Fresno.  For the past few years, 
many young people have been 
drawn to some of the local punk, 
hardcore, and indie shows.  While 
many kids are into what is going 
on now, there is well over 20 years 
of history involved with Fresno’s 
music scene.  

     The modern under-
ground music scene in Fresno 
can be traced back to the birth 
of punk music.  Over the years, 
bands came and went, venues 
opened and shut down, but kids 
were still eager to see live music 
even if there wasn’t a huge mass 
of kids.  For many people putting 
on the shows, these factors did 
not help.

  One promoter, Eddie 
Numbskull, said he went through 
almost a decade of horrible shows 
in Fresno.  “Many times, I prom-
ised bands a few shows in Cali-
fornia and Fresno was one of my 
only options.”  Numbskull said he 
began booking shows in Fresno in 
1993 but said they weren’t very 
successful until 2001.

    Promoting in Fresno has 
not always proven to be an easy 
task.  Some venues have oddly 
been more successful than others.  
This is true with Howie’s & Sons 
Pizza in Visalia.  Aaron Gomes, 
the promoter of shows at Howie’s, 
claims he had a hard time looking 
for appropriate venues.  He lost 
his previous venue abruptly and 
had about five shows in the works.  
“I just drove down Mooney Bou-
levard and scoped out the spots,” 
Aaron said, describing how he 

found Howie and Son’s.  Today, 
Aaron is booking hot and up-and-
coming bands like Cursive, Silver-
sun Pickups, and Pinback.

     In fact, many popular 
bands have made their stop in 
Fresno before they hit it big.  AFI 
played in Fresno in the mid-90’s 
and Hanford right before getting a 
major label record deal.  Unwrit-
ten Law played a show in 1995 at 
Patterson Hall (on Tulare Street) 
with Blink 182 as the opening 
band. Green Day also played a 
small show in the Tower District 
in the early 1990’s with local band 
Plaid Retina.  Black Flag and The 
Dead Kennedies played shows at 
the Belmont Ballroom (which use 
to be located across from Roed-
ing Park.)  Minor Threat also paid 
Fresno a visit and played a house 
show in 1982.

     Many big bands have 
also recently been through town.  
Fall Out Boy played a sold out 
show at Big Game Studios (now 
known as The Exit) before they 
hit it big.  My Chemical Romance 
played to a crowd of 30 kids only 
months before “Helena” was all 
over MTV.  Aiden played a Fresno 
house show only a week after sign-
ing with Victory Records.  Taking 
Back Sunday played a show at the 
VERY small, now-defunct venue 
The Elementz back in 2002 with 
Yellowcard, Brand New, and Rufio 
as the opening acts.  

     Fresno is very unique 
in the sense that local music 
lovers are given the opportunity 
to see their favorite bands in an 
intimate setting. While Fresno is 
rapidly expanding, it’s still miss-
ing a moderately sized venue for 
live music. 

     Many bands use Fresno 
as a stop in between shows in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles.  When 
they play these larger cities, they 
are usually playing in venues that 
can hold up to a thousand people.  
When these tours roll through 

Fresno, there is a good chance 
they will be playing at the Exit, 
which only holds a few hundred 
kids.  This is what allows fans to 
get up close and personal with their 
favorite bands.

     National touring bands 
are not the only ones to take ad-
vantage of the local vibes.  Many 
local bands have sprung up over 
the past years playing a variety 
of genres.  Lately, local kids have 
been enjoying the sounds of punk, 
indie, and hardcore music.  Local 
venues like Kuppajoe, The Exit, 
The Starline, and the Knights of 
Columbus hall have been catering 
to their music needs.

     Hardcore metal has been 
an ever-growing genre in Fresno.  
Local bands like Last Action Hero, 
Jet Black Horror, and Locked Out 
are a few of the local bands that 
have been playing local shows.  

     Local punk bands have 
always existed in Fresno and are 
still present even today.  Some 

UPCOMING SHOWS

of the local talents include Check 
Raised, Still Honest, Solitude, 
Empty Eyes, The Velisha, Our Lost 
Cause, The Skeleteens, and The 
Martyrs.  Another local band, Not 
4 Hire, is celebrating 10 years of 
playing shows this year.

Local indie music has been 
around for years, but has recently 
been attracting many kids out to 
shows.  Local talents include Elmo 
Marconi, World’s Fastest Indian, 
Buffalo Guns, and It’s An Icicle. 
Local act Rademacher will be 
heading out on a national tour in 
the next few weeks.  Some of the 
stops include the Knitting Factory 
in New York and a performance at 
the South By Southwest Festival 
in Texas.

     In the next few weeks, 
a few noteworthy shows are hap-
pening in Fresno.  Dance Gavin 
Dance and Four Letter Lie will 
be playing at The Exit on March 
9th.  Ceremony, which was named 
AP Magazine’s Next Big Thing, 

Fresno Fans to Get Up Close and Personal

Photos by Gumecindo Escalante

Crowd at the Exit with the Last Of The Believers

Last Of The Believers opening for The Circle Jerks at The Exit

-March 16 - Elmo Marconi, Fun, Iraq, 
Empty Eyes @ House how

-March 22 - Ceremony, Life Long 
Tragedy, Graf Orlock, Lewd Acts, Anxiety 
Attack @ The Exit

-March 23 - Broadway Calls @ House 
Show

-April 1 - The Loved Ones, The Flatlin-
ers, Check Raised @ Starline

-April 4 - Katsumoto, Heroshima, Fall 
Of Enosis, Last Action Hero @ Knights Of 
Columbus

-April 8 - Lucky.I.Am @ Starline
-April 9 - Subhumans @ The Exit
-April 10 - The Warriors, Elysia @ 

The Exit
-April 11 - Animosity, First Blood @ 

The Exit

will be play-
ing at The Exit 
with Life Long 
Tragedy and 
Graf Orlock on 
March 22nd.  In 
April, acts like 
The Nekroman-

tix, Animosity, The Subhumans, 
Lucky.I.Am, and The Expendables 
will be playing venues all around 
town.  Kimya Dawson, who is half 
of the Moldy Peaches and writer 
of most of the songs on the Juno 
soundtrack, will be playing Howie 
& Son’s Pizza on April 26th.

     Not sure where to find 
information about shows? Many 
local promoters like Numbskull, 
House Show, and Sound & Vision 
have Myspace accounts where 
you can check out their calendars.  
Many businesses like Rasputins, 
Valentino’s, SBI, and Teazer have 
allowed all types of promoters to 
leave their fliers on designated 
tables.  There are also many sites 
like Fresno-based Pollstar which 
allow music fans to search cities, 
venues, and bands. 

     Fresno has come a long 
way with its local scene.  Over the 
years, many people have tried to 
shut down the venues while big 
businesses like Hot Topic have 
only tried to fabricate the under-
ground movement.  Fortunately, 
there are those who have been 
able to put that aside and let the 
music speak for itself.  If there is 
one thing that is certain, Fresno 
has been able to maintain a very 
organic vibe.  
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Apple and Fresno City College now make it easy for you to save on the latest Mac computers

and more with Apple education discounts. Plus, take advantage of exclusive Apple services

available on your campus and at 1-800-MY-APPLE.

Apple Education Savings Program benefits:

• Savings of up to $200 on a new Mac

• Limited time iPhone and iPod offers

• Up to 50% off of select software

• Free shipping on all orders over $50

TM and © 2008 Apple Inc. All rights reserved.

Visit: www.apple.com/edu/fresnocc
or call 1-800-MY-APPLE.

College has its advantages.
Free iPod engraving. Free shipping. Education discounts.

• Free engraving on iPod

• Online custom product configuration

• Easy payment options and financing available

Education Savings Program

by Sebouh Simonian

Rampage Reporter

Witless Protection, now playing in 
theaters nationwide is a laugh a minute 
comedy. 

The film which is rated PG-13 is 
directed by Charles Robert Connor, who 
also directed the 2007 film Christmas 
Rush; the script was also written by Charles 
Connor.

The story of Witless Protection cen-
ters around a deputy who has big dreams 
about becoming a FBI agent. The deputy, 
Larry Stadler, (played by comedian Larry 
the cable guy) wastes his days day dream-
ing about becoming an FBI agent without 
any real possibility of that happening.  

When he isn’t daydreaming about 

the FBI, Stadler spends his days with his 
girlfriend, a local waitress named Connie 
(Jenny McCarthy) and his local buddies.

One afternoon while eating at the 
local diner, Stadler witnesses the arrival of 
Madelline (Briana Milicevic) surrounded 
by several men in dark suits.

Stadler comes to the conclusion that 
the woman is the victim of a kidnapping 
and he follows her out to the parking lot 

where he basically kidnapps her himself; 
throwing  her in the back of his truck and 
taking off. In truth, the men are real FBI 
agents led by Alonzo Mozley (Yaphett 
Kotto).

It is later revealed that Madelline is 
under FBI protection because she has evi-
dence against the owner of the large com-
pany she worked for. She discovered her 

boss, Arthur Grimsley’s (Peter Stormare) 
illegal activity and made a disk contain-
ing proof along with the key to decode the 
information. 

Now, Madeline is being tracked 
by Grimsley’s personnel security officer 
Willford Duval (Eric Roberts).

The movie earns a B overall; it is 
full of good laughs and has no hidden 

Cable Guy Serves Up Witless Laughs 

www.google.com

Witless Protection:
A laugh a minute

Comedy...

political messages like many movies do 
these days.

Anyone looking to spend two hours 
having a good laugh and a chance to tem-
porarily forget about the outside world will 
enjoy this film.

But, if you don’t like Blue Collar 
TV, there is a slim possiblity you will like 
this film.
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by Deshad Cato

Rampage Reporter

WHAT? Amtrak California’s San Joaquin trains 
and Amtrak Thruway Motorcoaches connect Fresno City 
College and Fresno to communities and destinations 
throughout California.  

WHY?  It’s convenient, economical, and a relaxing 
and scenic way to travel. The train is great for studying, 
sleeping, eating, or spending time with friends.

WHEN?  Amtrak San Joaquins® has convenient departure 
times throughout the day offering Fresno City College 

Discount Code V363

students the opportunity to travel around California 
at some great savings. Thruway Motorcoaches also 
connect students with Amtrak trains in the Bay Area 
and Southern California.  

HOW do I make a reservation?  Simply visit our 
website at Amtrak.com to check current fares and 
schedules. You can make reservations online, at a 
staffed station, or by calling 1-800-USA RAIL.

WHERE do I catch the train? The Fresno Amtrak 
station is located at 2650 Tulare Street at Highway 41. 
Here a friendly Amtrak agent can help you with ticket 
sales, checked baggage, and general travel information. 

This discount is valid for sale 01Sep07-19Jun08 and valid for travel 04Sep07-22Jun08 on the Pacific Surfliner, San Joaquins and associated thruway service, including Merced to Yosemite, all other 7000-8999 series thruways are excluded. Offer valid for 20 percent off the best 
available coach adult rail fare for students of the following California Colleges and Universities: California State University (Bakersfield and Fresno), Fresno City College (Fresno), California Polytechnic State University (San Luis Obispo), University of California (Merced, Irvine, and 
Santa Barbara, University of the Pacific (Stockton), University of San Diego (San Diego), San Diego State University (San Diego), and Santa Barbara City College (Santa Barbara). Blackouts apply for the following dates: 20-27Nov07, 14Dec07-02Jan08, 20-24Mar08 and 23-26May08. 
Passenger must be a student and show a valid student ID (when purchasing tickets and on board train) for one of the colleges listed above. Reservation must be made at least three (3) days prior to travel date. Once travel has begun, no changes to the itinerary are permitted.  This 
discount is not valid towards purchase of multi-rides and is not valid thru a travel agency. Fares, routes and schedules are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Refer to discount V363. Amtrak, Pacific Surfliner, San Joaquins and Travel Made Simple are service 
marks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation.

Amtrak.com  •  Now En Español  •  1-800-USA-RAIL

07-CAL-055-CollegeAd-Fresno City1   1 8/24/07   9:26:58 AM

‘Fight Club’ Meets ‘The Karate Kid’ in ‘Never Back Down’

Boy meets girl, girl meets boy, 
boy likes girl, girl likes boy, then girl 
tricks boy into fighting in a mixed mar-
tial arts style brawl at a party full of 
young scantily clad men and women.

Not exactly your typical love 
story, is it?

Well, that’s exactly the type of 
love story you’ll find interwoven be-
tween fight scenes in the highly enter-
taining film “Never Back Down,” sched-
uled for release on March, 14 2008.

Jake Tyler, (Sean Farris), is an 
angry teen still coping with the loss of 
his father. With a bad temper and an 
even worse right hook, Jake has bounced 
around from school to school since his 
father’s death. He even starts a brawl at 
a football game early in the film.

It’s then that he, his mother, and 
his younger brother move to Orlando, 
Florida, to help further his brother’s 
tennis training. On the first day of 
school, he meets Baja Miller, (Amber 
Heard), and quickly develops a crush on 
her. Seemingly just as interested, Baja 
invites Jake to a party.

It is at this moment that every-
thing starts to break down for Jake.

Unbeknownst to him, his high 
school full of model type teenagers 
all share in the enjoyment of backyard 
MMA fighting and, thanks to YouTube, 
have become aware of his fighting ca-
pabilities.

At the party Jake becomes aware 
of what he’s gotten himself into and tries 
to leave but is coaxed into fighting by 

Ryan McCarthy, (Cam Gigandet), the 
local champion and Baja’s boyfriend. 

After facing a savage beating 
at the party, Jake enlists the help of 
Roquoa, (two time academy award 

nominee Djimon Hounsou), and with 
help from his newfound friend Max, 
(Evan Petterson), trains to take on Ryan 
at the upcoming tournament.

It’s easy to see that, after reading 

the description that “Never Back Down” 
more or less follows the traditional com-
ing of age storyline set forth by movies 
like Karate Kid. Jake Tyler is basically 
Daniel LaRusso with muscles and his 
teacher Roquoa is the MMA equivalent 
of Mr. Miyagi.

 It has everything you’d expect 
in a high school coming of age flick. 
There’s the good kid who starts out 
fighting for all the wrong reasons, the 
teacher with a troubled past, the popu-
lar girl who doesn’t really want to be 
popular, the bad guy who isn’t really the 
bad guy, the quirky yet lovable friend, 
the bitter mother and the wise cracking 
sibling.

 Yet, for all its borrowed ideas 
and superficial characters, “Never Back 
Down” works. This reason this movie 
works is that the story and its characters 
are so engaging. Add to that the expertly 
crafted fight scenes that perfectly show 
off the MMA style, and it is hard not to 
be entertained by this movie.

 But be forewarned, this isn’t a 
thinking man’s movie. 

 “Never Back Down,” is just 
smart enough to pull off its task without 
feeling too light. It’s obvious that the 
aim of this movie is to attract a younger 
crowd. With its references to “YouTube” 
and “Myspace” and cramming in every 
song that’s hot on the charts right now, 
it’s no wonder the producers of the 
film didn’t just stick a disclaimer that 
said “must be between 13 and 18 to 
watch”. 

 Nonetheless, it is still a great 
film if you want to genuinely be enter-
tained.   

www.google.com



What would YOU 
     give up for love?

Views
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March 5,  2008

by Eddie Ortiz 

Rampage Reporter

“I would give up drinking. I want to be 
sober and in the right state of mind if 

I’m in a relationship.”
~ Eric Brackett ~

Business Administration

“Partying with friends. You get influ-
enced by friends to do wrong things.”

~ Ilishia Wingfield ~
Nursing Program

“I would give up a lot. Money, party-
ing...if you’re with someone, you have 

to give up doing crazy things”
~“J” Moua~

Business Administration

“I would give up everything that is bad. 
In my last relationship, my ex convinced 

me to stop smoking.”
~ Desiree Fuentes ~
General Education 

“Time with friends and family and 
money.”

~ John Gonzales ~
Business Administration

“Bad hobbies (things). There has to be 
sacrifice on both sides.”

~ Maikia Yang ~
Nursing Program

“The novel, ‘The Twilight Zone’. I’m 
obsessed with it.”
~ Crystal Seguia ~
General Education 

CAMPUS VOICES

“Texting. I text a lot.”
~ Rachel Ramirez ~
General Education

“I would give up money. Money doesn’t 
matter to me.”

~ Camylle Carnizales ~
General Education

“Basketball. It’s my favorite thing!”
~ Arthur Jamison ~

Business Administration

“Time with friends and money as well.”
~ Saul Sorea~

Spanish Education

Is it really better to have loved and 
lost than to have never loved at all? 

Love is an unexplainable connection 
you experience with another person. It is 
powerful and shapes people into who they 
become in the future. This is why I believe 
love is something that should not be taken 
so lightly. 

I understand that you can’t help 
whom you fall in love with, but at the same 
time, you shouldn’t open yourself up for a 
great connection if you know deep down 
that the two of you will not work out because 
of forseeable circumstances. 

I believe there is a time and place 
for allowing yourself to fall in love. I’m not 
saying that love is like a light switch you can 
flick on and off, but when you have the time 
and can see a possible future with someone, 
that is when you should open yourself to the 
possibility of love.  

It is a hard fact knowing that you 
will be leaving in the future, as is the case 
for many FCC students who are planning 
to transfer to universities in other cities or 
states.

Everyone you meet or start a rela-
tionship with is on a lease. Eventually, you 
will part ways and the feelings you had will 
just end up being a part of the past. It is a 
depressing feeling knowing that nothing in 
your life is permanent. Imagine being in 
love with someone knowing you are going 
to leave them. This increases the emotional 
pain. You set yourself and the other person 
up for a broken heart if you accept being in 
love with them at the wrong time. 

Setting yourself up for love is the 
smarter way to avoid a broken heart, one in 
which you may never get over. 

I would rather not deal with the tears 
and heartache. 

When the time and person is right, I 
believe this is when you should be open to 
the possibility of love. 

However, when love comes knock-
ing at your door, there is no turning back 
much you can do to repress the feelings 
and emotions. 

by Alexis Abrahamson 

Rampage Reporter

Love: Setting 

yourself up 

for failure...
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Now you can 
procrastinate 
just a little 
bit longer.
Internet that’s way 
faster than DSL.
It all starts with Speed.
With a connection speed of up to 6Mbps, Comcast 
High-Speed Internet blasts past DSL and is over 100 
times faster than 56K dial-up. Comcast High-Speed 
Internet can handle the most demanding on-line tasks 
with ease.

Want More? Try Comcast High-Speed Internet 
with PowerBoost. Makes Fast Faster™!

   Internet service – for no additional charge.

   files such as music, videos, software, games, etc.

   to 16Mbps.

Download a 180MB Video Game
DSL 1.5Mbps 2 minutes
COMCAST 6Mbps 30 seconds

Call today for more information! 

1-800-COMCAST
*Speed comparisons for downloads only and compare Comcast download speed of 6Mbps (maximum upload speed 
of 384Kbps) to 1.5Mbps DSL and 56K dial-up. Many factors affect speeds. Actual speeds may vary and are not 
guaranteed. Video mail requires additional equipment. Pricing and content may change. Not all applications compat-
ible with Macintosh. Certain restrictions apply.Disclaimer - PowerBoost only available with Comcast’s 6.0/8.0 speed 
plans. PowerBoost provides brief bursts of download speed above the customer’s provisioned download speed for 
the first 10 MB of a file. It then returns to your provisioned speed for the remainder of the download. Prices do not
include applicable taxes or franchise fees. Use subject to Comcast High-Speed Internet Agreement terms and condi-
tions. Not available in all areas. For restrictions,minimumsystemrequirements and complete details about service 
and prices, call 1-800-COMCAST. ©2008 Comcast. All rights reserved. All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners.

Download a 3.5MB Song
DSL 1.5Mbps 2 seconds
COMCAST 6Mbps less than 1 second

Download a 90MB Photo Album
DSL 1.5Mbps 1 minute
COMCAST 6Mbps 15 seconds

SPEED TESTS:

Professors, do you understand what 
your students are saying when they speak 
in class?

Do they speak a language that sounds 
foreign to you?

Do you want to connect with them 
and other young people?

Don’t panic.  Help is here.  You too 
can learn the basics of slang -- the use of 
informal words and expressions to describe 
an object or condition. 

Today in America, the hip-hop cul-
ture has mainstreamed slang, and young 
people of different ethnicities make it their 
“language” of choice.  Some might use 

by Marcelino Rodriguez

Rampage Reporter

slang for various reasons; for example, it 
can be part of the users subculture; it can 
be used to code a language, or to make the 
young’s primary language of choice much 
easier.  Older people can be left out of this 
slang movement, but one is never too old 
to learn it. 

For example, when someone says, 
“Dam pimp, that whip you smashin’ in the 
otha day was dummy fresh,” you should 
know that person is only complimenting you 
on the nice car you were driving yesterday.   
Below is a quick tutorial on slang speak to 
improve your relationship with the young 
people in your life.

Slang

English Slang
Best friend, main man, a person who has 
someone’s back. One who protects or who 
will go down for their friend or crew.

A woman with an exceptionally nice look-
ing body, but has an ugly face. Everything 
but-her-face is attractive.

Butterface

 Dead Presidents / Cuts  Money

 Hood Rat  Refers to a girl or woman from around 
the way, who has sex with every guy on 
your block or hood.

  Jimmy and Jenny  Terms for the male and female sex 
organs.

 Nathan  A term meaning nothing or nobody.
 Onion  A round booty; a round butt.

 Throw Back  Any old sports jersey that is hard to 
find or that is already retired.

 Snuff  To sneak a punch or an attack on some-
one when they are not looking 

 Wax  A term for both sex and fighting

 Xerox  A person who is not original and copies 
others.

 Bacon Bit  A derogatory term for a security guard.

 Baking Donuts  To go out and make money.

 Barney  A totally plain or ordinary or other-
wise, unremarkable male.

 Chang Blang  Cigarettes

 Dummy  Very

 Shake  To leave an area

 Banger  Knife or a sharp weapon

 T Bomber  Toilet bomber

 Falsetto  Sex

 Ace

Source: Urbandictionary.com

101
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HEALTH FAIR

Fit to be GREEN!

MARCH 9,2008
8 A.M. - 5 P.M.

by Brandon Alexander 

Rampage Reporter

Spring Break Tips and Trips

With spring break only two weeks away, many students are left wondering, “What to do… what 
to do?” Most popular spring break destinations like Cabo San Lucas, Cancun, or Honolulu will usually 
cost you an arm, a leg, and perhaps another limb or so.The budget of a typical student does not allow 
for such luxury and most students know it. Images of sitting at home on the couch watching sitcoms 
becomes the most viable solution to the spring break blues. For some, thinking about what to do over 
spring break can be a very depressing experience.

The cure for spring break sadness only requires a little creativity. To help with the brainstorming, 
here are a few inexpensive travel ideas for spring break that don’t require using frequent flyer miles or 
a student loan.

Nothing makes a spring afternoon 
more wonderful than a grill and a group of 
friends. 

Many students live in apartment 
complexes that provide grills and they’re 
often near a swimming pool which adds to 
the fun.

Who says that you have to stay at 
home without having any fun? 

Many of Fresno’s numerous parks 
also provide grills, grassy areas and basket-
ball courts. Fifty dollars should cover the 
expenses of the barbecue, or pass around the 
proverbial hat and gather the money from 
attendees. Food at a barbecue is enough of 
an incentive to get your friends together for 
a good time.

For those that just have to have the 
beach, one way to bring the shoreline to 
you is to pay a visit to one of Fresno’s two 
water parks: The Island Water Park and Wild 
Water Adventures. 

Water parks are a classic way for 
families or friends to have a little fun in 
the sun. With water slides, wave pools and 
lots of eye candy for guys and girls alike, 
you can’t beat a water park and a warm day 
with a stick. 

Both have their own arcades, yummy 
ice cream and decent food. Splash on the sun 
tan lotion and enjoy the valley sun.

Even though you may not be able 
to afford leaving the country or state on a 
whim, traveling to Santa Monica (LA), San 
Diego, Pismo, or any other beach right here 
in California may be much easier on your 
pockets (minus the gas price!).

Each beach town has its own hot 
spots and fun activities, whether it be the 
night life or sight seeing. 

Having done a little research before 
going on a trip can help you with where all 
the good restaraunts are as well. You may 
even find that there are just as many spring 
breakers, like yourself, looking to enjoy 
their spring vacation not too far away from 
home.

Many don’t ski or snowboard, but 
everyone in the valley can sure do some 
cooling off in the snow! 

If you are looking for an unconven-
tional way to have a “ball” over spring vaca-
tion, you can always make it out to the snow 
filled areas like Sierra Summit, Shaver Lake, 
Yosemite National Park, or Tahoe. 

If the beach doesn’t suit your tastes, 
the snow’s only a couple of hours away from 
Fresno. The beauty of it is that these loca-
tions are close enough to travel to and come 
back to in case you get too cold.

Now you’re equipped to enjoy your spring 
break without spending all of your financial aid 
money or using another student loan. 

There are many things to do and places to 
go here in and around the valley that are within the 
budget of you, the student. 

You don’t have to move toward the equator 
to get wet and wild! The key to having a fantastic 
spring break is to relax and spend it with those whose 
company you enjoy the most!

...for students on a budget

1
Barbeque

2
Waterparks

5
Visit the Snow

One way to fill time that many may 
never consider, is to attend local music 
shows. Fresno hosts a myriad of talented 
artists and there’s usually something for 
everyone’s taste. Whether you like Jazz, 
Hip-Hop, Punk, Soul, Emo, Rock, or Metal, 
Fresno can provide you with a little some-
thing to listen to. 

Many venues like the Tower Dis-
trict’s own Starline are open to all ages. You 
can attend the many evening shows that go 
on all over Fresno. One of these local shows 
will usually cost you anywhere between five 
to ten dollars. If you don’t know of any local 
bands, you can always do a music search on 
Myspace.com. It’s very easy to enter the city 
and genre you are looking for. 

With the click of a button, you can 
see any artists page and concert tours. With 
a little internet surfing, spring break can 
become an enjoyable and rewarding musi-
cal odyssey.

4
Local Beaches

3
Local Music
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Martha Santos (left) and Giovanni Bejarano (right) dance to 
sounds of “Heartland Harvest Trio”the free speech area during 
the World Music Festival yesterday afternoon. Festivities continue 
today.

Photo by Josepoh Rios

Five runs batted in by Mitch 
Karraker in the third inning sparked 
Fresno City College to a 19-0 win 
over Taft. Pitcher Robbie Alcala 
added with five shutout innings 
of baseball.

Every one came up to bat 
for the Rams in that game breaking 
third inning. The starting pitcher 
for Taft was ejected for hitting 
Kevin Lapin with a wild pitch in 
that inning.

After starting off with a 
three run lead in the first inning, 
all hell broke loose in the third 
inning.

Mitch Karraker started the 
rally for the Rams with a two run 
bomb to left field. Bad pitching and 
fielding miscues led to a host of 
runs for Fresno City College.

Karraker again got up to 
bat that same inning and knocked 
in three more runs, giving him a 
total of five that inning. With Gar-
ret Webber, Tyler Pryor, and a host 

of the Rams squad scorching the 
pitching of Taft the game was all 
but over then.

Fresno City College was 
definitely the bully on Thursday 
night. They put Taft in the cor-
ner and did not let them out all 
evening. 

Taft only tacked up five hits 
the whole game. The pitching of 
Alcala and Whitmore was exactly 
what the doctor ordered.

Getting a shut out is not 
easy. Coach Scott will take that 
rout anytime. It was a complete 
outing for both the defense and 
offense Thursday for the Rams.

The way the Rams put up 
runs, the only way to beat them 
is to outscore them. Taft College 
would have had needed twenty 
to do that.

With a 6 - 2 win over West 
Hills Saturday the Rams are start-
ing out in the Central Valley Con-
ference this year fairly well (17-4 
overall and 4-0 in league play), it 
promises to be another great sea-
son for the rams.

Mike Marcial led Fresno 
City College men’s basketball 
team to an 81-74 in a nail bitter 
against Chabot on Saturday.

At one point in the game, 
the Rams were up 21 points when 
the momentum started shifting in 
Chabot’s favor. 

In the waning minutes of 
the game, Chabot started to turn 
up the pressure. They were dou-
bling and using full court pressure 
to force the Rams into turnovers. 
The Rams also struggled at the 
free throw line.     

Head coach Ed Madec was 
trying to do what he could to get 
his team back on track by calling 
time a few time outs and in the 
huddle his players to be poised, 
“Let’s finish the game; let’s put 
those guys away,” Madec said.   

It wasn’t until 5:52 left in 
the game when Marcial hit a three 
point shot to put his team up 56 to 
70. Marcial also hit a lay up to put 
his team up 72 to 60 at the 4:38. 

Corrie Billingsley also 
played a major role in the final 
minutes of the game. He found 
himself on the receiving end of 
many loose balls as he hit wide 
open shots. 

Billingsley also hit a few 
key free throws to help seal the 
victory for his team, “We got 
close to giving it away, but we 
stayed strong and our experience 
took over.”    

Last season, the Rams 
took a team with all freshmen 
as its starters and won the State 
championship; they want to be 
the first team to win back to back. 

“Everybody is always out to beat 
Fresno City,” Brian Minor said.

Minor approached the 
Chabot game a sense of urgency. 
They wanted to get off to a fast start 
because the last time they played 
Chabot they started off flat.   

Getting off to a fast start is 
just what happened. “I think the 
team fed off of everyone diving 
all over the floor chasing after 
loose balls and working hard,” 
Billingsley said. 

Thomas Ammon’s role on 
the team is to do the scrappy work 
like take charges, get rebounds and 
play hard defense in search of ways 

to give his team a spark. 
He made his presence 

known early by standing in the 
lane while Chabot player, running 
full speed, crashed into him.  

He also took a flying dive 
sliding between a Chabot cheer-
leader legs in an attempt to save 
a loose ball. 

Amon made a reverse lay-
up early in the game with two 
Chabot defenders hang on to his 
waist. The shot put his team up 
16 to 8.  

Next Saturday, the Rams 
will host Ohlone City College at 
7:30 where the loser goes home.

by Marcel Dillworth

Rampage Reporter

Rams slip by Chabot in playoff bout
by Deon Sumlin 

Rampage Reporter

Third inning rally 

leads to 19-0 shutout

Around the Horns

The Fresno City College 
women’s basketball team rumbled 
passed Skyline 78 to 53 as they 
hosted the Northern California 
regional playoffs.

The Rams made some ma-
jor accomplishments this season. 
They had the most single wins in 
the school history; the last time the 
team won a conference champion-
ship was 1999. 

Lina Gipson scored 42 
points in on game to break the 
schools single game scoring re-
cord.  She also holds the record for 
most rebounds in game (29).  

A few days before the game, 
many of the players had a chance to 
reflect back on their season. They 
know they have a chance to make 
history at FCC.

“We got a new coach, dif-
ferent players were coming over 
from Reedley and, of course, the 
new freshmen were coming in... 
I figured that we would go pretty 
far but I didn’t expect us to get 
this far,” is what Cierra Coffman 
said. She is a sophomore medical 
student.        

Coffman has two goals for 
this semester. 

One, is to further her medi-
cal career by passing her classes 
and,” getting to the State tourna-
ment. “If we win these two playoff 

games, we get to go to Stockton,” 
she described.   

Coffman considers this 
playoff season to be a final chapter 
to her basketball experience. “I 
want to be a doctor, so I am get-
ting ready for medical school,” 
Coffman explained.

Kim Trevino is a majoring 
in physical therapy. Being that she 
is a freshman starting Trevino defi-
nitely recognized the differences 
between college & high school 
basketball.

Trevino said that they went 
into mini-camp not knowing what 
to do and the coach was looking 
for “the people who worked the 
hardest.”  

She came into the season 
only looking to get playing time 
and she became the starter for the 
season.

Even though they are a 
team, Trevino knows that she is 
competing with her team mates 
for playing time& and she is go-
ing to bring her best game, to keep 
her edge.

“Our goal is to prevent the 
other team from scoring”          

One of the more memorable 
moments during the season for 
Trevino was in a game when her 
team mate, Vanessa, got tripped up 
and... explicit. You possibly want 
to get Vanessa or Trevino to tell 
you that story.

Ty Johnson is in her second 

year, she is a social worker student. 
Going undefeated in conference 
and actually winning conference 
was a big goal for her. 

The sophomore, Allison 
Patterson, majoring in Criminol-
ogy noticed that the team chemis-
try is better this year. But, it would 
be just another trip down memory 
lane if they lose one game.

During the game, it was as 
if each one of the women had a 
little ram blood in them, as they 
harassed their opponents from on 
end of her court to the other.  

Players like Courtney Cros-
son, Natasha Brown attacked the 
ball at on both ends of the court; 
while players like Vanessa House 
and Lena Gipson hit tome shots on 
a regular basis.  

“Our goal is to prevent 
the other team from scoring. The 
means that I will guard a little tiny 
point guard... they cannot score,” 
Gibson said.

The Rams tempo is so high 
paced that House didn’t even re-
alize the beautiful cross over she 
used to elude two defenders. 

She then passed the ball and 
it made its way back to her as she 
zeroed in like a sniper and fired off 
a three point shot to help lead her 
team to a 78 to 53 thrashing.

With that said, it would 
be just another undesirable trip 
down memory lane if they lose 
one game.

by Marcel Dillworth

Rampage Reporter

Lady Rams roll on 17-game streak

Women’s 
Basketball 

March 8, Second round 
of Quarterfinals

men’s 
Basketball 

March 8, Second round 
of QUarterfinals

Baseball
March 8 at Reedley
March 11 at COS
March 15 at Taft

Softball March 6 West Hills
March 8-9 FCC Tournament
March 11 Porterville
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Jordan Valdez (left) and Anthony Lo (middle) listen to Guillermo De La Isla share the group’s message.

Love sought; love found

Fresno City College’s In-
tervarsity club set up two booths 
on opposite sides of campus, with 
banners to promote the cause of 
love on Monday. 

The club was responsible 
for the  many red “Got Love” 
pickets all around school.  

The question “Got Love,” 
leads to a more probing question: 
“Got God?” Intervarsity Club of-
ficer Guillermo De La Isla Jr. said,  
“God is love, he is constant love 
that never changes.” 

A poster at the booth  asked, 
“What would you give up for 
love?” The volunteers gave out 
dot stickers which participants  
put over the eight things that they-
would give up. The eight things 
were money, partying, friend’s, 
family, sex, dreams, weed, and 
free time. 

After student were done 

picked out which they would 
rather give up. 

The volunteers informed 
them that out of all of the things on 
the board, God would give up all 
of them for them. “A lot of people 
were surprised that we would even 
put weed or sex on the board, but 
that’s life! People like hearing the 
real thing rather than something 
sugarcoated,” De La Isla said.

On Wednesday at 11a.m. 
the club will provide lunches for 
300 FCC students, and will be 
providing musical entertainment 
with a message of God’s love and 
good news. 

On Thursday, March 6  
there will be a social gathering 
where there will be mixers, food, 
and scriptures about God’s love.  

When asked how she felt 
about the  “Got Love” booth, 
Kandace White said, “ I have been 
wondering all week what those 
red signs meant, after I found out 
I thought it was a great message 
to be sending out there. Everyone 
has been hurt in some way shape or 
form, so I think it is a great  mes-
sage to tell remind people that you 
can always turn towards God.” 

Even though not everyone 
is a practicing Christian, De La 
Isla said “People that were not reli-
gious at all have come over to talk, 
listen and have an open mind, that 
is what all we are asking for.” 

Romans 38-39 was painted 
on the back of the shirts worn by 
all members of the club. 

De La Isla said, “This is the 
good news that we are trying to 
promote to everyone.” 

by Alexis Abrahamson

Rampage Reporter

Photo by Ramiro Gudino

On any given day hundreds 
of people pass by Dianna’s Studio 
of Dance and never notice the 
humble, often-vacant building.  It 
is among the wallflowers on the 
well-traversed path to the High-
way 180 coming from the Tower 
District.  

But with the Rogue Festival 
into its second day, Saturday night 
was one to remember at the lonely 
dance studio.  Cars could be seen 
lined down Fulton like a red car-
pet as huddled groups of people 
exchanged thoughts on the show 
they just witnessed.

Two volunteers happily 
covered the door with the tools 
familiar to most veteran Rogue-go-
ers: a fold-down table, two fold-up 
chairs, and a can/cash register. 

A muffled applause was 
heard through the studio’s closed 
door and people standing outside 
instinctively began to shuffle away 
from the door; the performance had 
come to an end.  Renee Newlove, 
a volunteer helping inside with the 
show, emerged out of the herd of 
people exiting the building.

Newlove has volunteered 
for the Rogue Festival for the last 
three years managing the Starline’s 
performances, but this year New-
love has taken on a broader role for 
the Rogue helping out at many of 
the venues. “I’m the help kiosk,” 
Newlove said with a warm smile. 

Throughout her years of 
participation in the festival New-
love has gained a deep appreciation 
for the Rogue’s ability to connect 
people.  “The Rogue is simply 
amazing,” she said, struggling to 
find the words for something so 
simple yet genuine.  She described 
the unique relationships she has 
built with fellow Rogue-workers. 
“Really, we become a family,” 
Newlove said.

The small warm atmosphere 
of the Rogue has been one of its 
features since it began seven years 
ago as a sort of experiment.  Each 
year it grows in both attendance 
and quality, offering a remarkably 
diverse selection of art.  It is one of 
the only local festivals (if not the 
only) where a person can go out on 
a given night and see a storyteller, a 
musician, a painter, a bellydancer, 
a comedian, and an actor perform 
all on the same night.

How can the Rogue Festival 

host so many different perfor-
mances?  Different businesses in 
and around the Tower District like 
the Starline and Tower Mosaic of-
fer themselves as a venue.  

BYOV or Bring Your Own 
Venue is a relatively new Rogue 
concept, allowing performers to 
host their own event and have 
discretion over the dates and times.  
The Fresno Philharmonic is among 
the groups hosting their own 
venue.  Titled “Bugs Bunny on 
Broadway,” they will be perform-
ing the original orchestral scores to 
Looney Tunes as the cartoons are 
projected onto a movie screen.

At the Revue, the scene 
may not have been the Rogue para-
digm Dianna’s Studio of Dance 
was, but the effects of the festival 
were still very present in the quiet 
coffeehouse.  

The familiar scene of stu-
dents crowded around a table cov-
ered with textbooks, homework, 
and coffee was replaced with that 
of Rogue-goers crowded around 
a table covered with Rogue maps 
[programs with dates and times 
for Rogue performances].  One 
did not hear academic discussion 
but rather talk of performances 
and lively debates on what shows 
to see next. 

The singer/songwriter Abi-
gale Nolte was seen among a group 
of fans in the Revue after her 
second Rogue performance this 
year.  This is Nolte’s third year 
performing at the Rogue festival 
and she says she has enjoyed it 
every year.  “It’s [the Rogue festi-
val] a great way to get exposure,” 
Nolte said.

Joey Giudici attended 
Nolte’s performance and described 
it as “amazing.”  It was Giudici’s 
first time participating in the 
Rogue festival.

Curiosity struck those 
around the Tower District not 
participating in the Rogue Festival.  
Katy Giberson, a fourth-year Eng-
lish major at Fresno City College 
wondered what all of the commo-
tion was about.  She said she had 
only heard of the Rogue Festival.  
“I’ve never been, I’ve been mean-
ing to,” Giberson paused, “the bel-
lydancing would be pretty cool.” 

The Rogue Festival ends 
Saturday, March 8.  It will close 
with the traditional “One Big 
Rogue Party,” starting at 10:00 
p.m. at the Starline.

by Joseph Boone

Rampage Reporter

Rogue Festival hits 

Tower District 

by Chris Alaniz

Rampage Reporter

Photo by Chirs Alaniz

Community celebrates inductees

Walter Brooks, Dr. Jean Kennedy, and Donald Slade were recently inducted into the Wall of Honor at the 
African American museeum in downtown Fresno.

Walter Brooks, Dr. Jean 
Kennedy, and Donald R. Slade 
have made it into the Wall of 
Honor at the African American 
Historical and Cultural Mu-
seum. 

The Wall of Honor con-
sists of people that have attended 
or worked in State Center Com-
munity College District. Every 
year a committee of college, 
district and community leaders 
vote from nominees into the Wall 

of Honor.
“I gives me a great sense of 

appreciation,” said Walter Brooks. 
In 1970, he began working as a 
counselor at FCC and was the 
first African American counselor 
and staff in the student services 
division for Fresno City College. 
Walter Brooks is also a founder 
and board chairman of Debre 
Selame Mechane Alem Ethopian 
Orthodox church. 

Dr. Jean Kennedy the host 
and producer of ‘Health comes 
at a premium’ a radio program 
on KFCF, is well known for her 

voice on economic development 
and community health. 

“Fresno City College is gra-
cious,” says Dr. Kennedy. 

Donald R. Slade, the cur-
rent coordinator of of basketball 
operations at Fresno State, was 
also inducted into the Wall of 
Honor. 

Slade is a former Edison 
High School and Fresno City 
College basketball player who 
received valley basketball player 
of the year award. He also started 
a janitorial business and received 
the Black Businessman of the Year 

Veterans seek healing 
The Fresno City College 

Art Department will host an event 
that aims to help recent combat 
veterans cope with life in the civil-
ian realm. 

The event deemed, “Com-
bat Papers” will teach veterns to 
make paper from various materi-
als. Once created, they will use 
the paper to write lines of poetry 
and prose. 

The Combat Paper project  
was born out of the veterans need 
to be heard as well as to listen, the 
press release said. 

Interacting with other veter-
ans and sharing their experiences 

is at the heart of what Combat 
papers does. 

This form of expression, 
coordinators hope, will stimulate 
emotional healing. 

 A lecture titled, “Pulp Poli-
tics” will take place on March 
12 in FH-101 at 12p.m. A Pulp 
Printing workshop will be held 
from 9-11:30 a.m. on March 13 
in T-101B. The Combat Papers 
workshop runds from March 14-
15. For more information contact 
Robyn Bates at 442-4600 ext. 8319 
or Nick Spohrer ext. 8324

-Joseph Rios
Editor in Chief

“Everyone has been hurt in 
some way shape or form, so 
I think it is a great  message 
to tell remind people 
that you can always turn 
towards God.” 

-Kandace White
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After the turmoil of the 
sixties, Fresno City College began 
its first stages into normalcy. The 
Vietnam War ended in the mid 
1970’s and while many families 
reunited with loved ones across 
America, college campuses await-
ed the arrival of a new generation 
of students. This new wave of 
students was about to hit Fresno 
City College.

 “One thing I remember 
from the 70’s was the growth on 
campus every semester. We seemed 
to have more students register than 
we could accommodate,” Franz 
Weinschenk said. “It was so bad 
that I had to create a lottery system 
to allow students in my classes. 
At one point, I recall a student in 
despair clenching at my shirt, beg-
ging me to let her in my class…it 
was intense.” 

 This was in large part, due 
to the shutting down of the Old Ad-
ministration Building. During this 
time, the Board of Trustees held 
a meeting with faculty members 
and citizens from the community 
to decide what would be the ap-
propriate measure to take either 
to keep the building in use after 
undergoing serious restoration or 
to shut it down completely.

 Franz Weinschenk said 
he walked in at the very moment 
the discussion was taking place 
and noticed that a panel of civil 
engineers were answering a series 
of questions posed by the board 
of Trustees of SCCCD about the 
strength and durability of the build-
ing. 

Would the building’s 14-
16” walls hold the building to-
gether in case of an emergency? 
Would restoration be mandated if 
the building were to be kept open? 
Would a potential earthquake 
cause the corners of the building 
to loosen, making the building 
implode on itself? 

 Weinschenk remembers 
a Trustee voicing his concern,  
particularly, about the building’s 
resistance in case of an earthquake. 
The main concern surrounding the 
building was that it did not con-
tain steel rods that would sustain 
its weight. Moreover, a new law 
termed the “FIELD ACT” had 
passed, forcing the Board of Trust-
ees to take serious consideration 
into shutting it down.  

During the session between 
the Board of Trustees and engi-
neers, a board member posed a 
question that lead to the closing 
of the OAB. 

 “If you had a son or 
daughter of college age attending 
this university, would you be con-
cerned for their safety if they were 
to take a class in that building?” 
the Trustee asked.

“Absolutely,” the engineer 
said. With this statement, the OAB 
was shut down for good.110,000 
square feet of classroom space, 
50 classrooms, two lecture labs, 
a library, a band room, all class-
rooms that echoed the teachings of 
science, art, math, history, English, 
and business, plus a main office 
and auditorium were shut down.  
The two-story building with high 
ceilings, great acoustics and cool 
temperatures in the summer would 
be abandoned for the following 

by Cynthia Moreno

Rampage Reporter

35 years.
 “I am still disappointed 

to know that the building has 
been barbed-wired and closed for 
this long. I went to school in that 
building. I taught there and I liked 
it. I do not think it is the mission 
of a school to save buildings when 
students need to be taught,” he 
said. 

The main question after the 
building was closed was, where 
would the students go?

 Weinschenk said there 
was such a dire need for space that 
classes at FCC began as early as 
6:00 a.m. and would go through 
10:00 p.m., on to the weekends, 
including Sundays. This was all 
because the OAB wanted to be 
saved.

Within weeks, the construc-
tion of a brand new Fresno City 
College would emerge. The effort 
combined the ideas of the faculty 
and administration. The deans of 
each department played an active 
role in the planning, architecture, 
and organization of the buildings. 

Deans supervised the work 
for their division building; their 
plans were based on the number 
of students in their respective 
divisions. 

Only five divisions ex-
isted during this time including 
the Business, Technical/Industrial, 
Science, Business and Humani-
ties (being the two largest on the 
campus). 

Later on, a grant given to 
the school would add the art gal-
lery, foreign language and piano 
lab to the campus. 

 The biggest challenge on 
campus was to get a theatre for the 

students. The general idea of the 
architects and supervisors at the 
time was to build a multi-purpose 
room that would accommodate 
dances, fashion shows, exhibits 
and Macbeth all at different points 
within the school year. 

 “ I really thought this 
idea would not work. You would 
have a little bit of everything and 
a whole lot of nothing in the end,” 
said Weinschenk.

 After a series of argu-
ments among administrators, 
faculty and architects, the Art 
faculty members including Tom 
Wright, Fred Johnson and Tim 
Quinn decided that a theatre be 
built exclusively for the use of the 
Theatre  and Arts department.

“What I wanted was a 
theatre that had good acoustics, 
comfortable seats, a modern sound 
and light board, and a place for 
stage craft,” said Weinschenk. “At 
one point, I was so determined to 
have the best theatre that the the-
atre seat making business let me 
borrow several different types of 
chairs in which I arranged in my 
office. When students came in to 
my office I asked for their opinion 
about the level of comfort of each 
chair,” said Weinschenk. 

 “I just really wanted a 
really nice theatre,” said Wein-
schenk. “If you build a theatre, 
you build it for eternity; as long as 
there is the existence of mankind, 
there will be a theatre. For some 
odd reason, they are never torn 
down. People always rebuild and 
restore them. If we were to have 
one, I wanted a good and solid 
one.”

Eventually, the FCC the-
atre emerged. Many decisions 
were made in the process, which 
made the theatre come together 
smoothly. 

The last item that was 
needed was a set of curtains. 
However, the music department 
shifted their focus to a particular 
instrument: a Baldwin organ.

Gil Rodriguez, a young 
faculty member from the music 
department, was interested in 
teaching organ classes on cam-
pus. Unfortunately, the instructor 
passed away suddenly after being 
diagnosed with cancer. The search 
for an organ instructor continued, 
however, and Weinschenk orga-
nized a jog-a-thon around Radcliff 
Stadium in order to raise money 
for the purchase of the organ. Five 
years and $10,000 later, there was 
still not enough for its purchase.

 “It took so long for us to 
reach our goal, that at one point, 
the faculty members poked fun at 
me saying ‘all we do is run around 
Ratcliffe Stadium so that Franz 
could have his organ,” Weinschenk 
said.

 Eventually, the Board 
of Trustees gave Weinschenk the 
remaining balance of $20,000 
to purchase the Baldwin concert 
organ. 

The Baldwin Company 
conducted an inauguration con-
cert at the new FCC theatre with 
a famous organ musician. Shortly 
after, it was kept in the storage 
room of the music department 
because no other faculty member 
shared the same enthusiasm as Gil 
Rodriguez. 

 Weinschenk states that 
he is saddened that the organ has 
not been touched in over 30 years 
and rumor has it that the organ will 
soon be sold.

 “If they sell the organ, I 
want the faculty to not tell me. I 
don’t want to know that I jogged 
around Radcliff stadium for five 
years to have it sit in a dusty room 
and then be sold off,” he said. 

 Weinschenk said he is 
proud of the theatre and its use 
throughout the past 30 years.

“I am proud of the fact that 
the theatre arts department has 
taken good care of the place. It is 
almost as nice today as it was 30 
years ago. It is certainly one of 
the best show places in the valley 
today.” 

The 1970s

Photo by Ramiro Godino

A Decade of Growth and Preservation

Franz Weinschenk

Although the headlines were misplaced on these two articles, they give context to Franz Weinschenk’s 
story. These articles appeared on the front page of The Rampage on April 19, 1979. 


