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Only you can change your life. Remember the old saying, “If you do 
what you’ve always done, you will get what you’ve always got.” Make 

2007 the best year by becoming the best you.
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Disabled Veteran lauds DSP&S Services at FCC
By D.C. Leavy

Rampage Reporter

 Disabled men and wom-
en across the world have had to 
overcome quite a few obstacles 
and challenges in life that most 
of us never have to go through in 
order to succeed. One disabled 
veteran named Daniel Olivo Jr. has 
not only triumphed over these trials 
and adversities but has never given 
up hope. 

“It’s not the disability that 
matters it’s the ability. Don’t let 
anything stop you from getting a 
college education,” he says. 

Last semester Olivo pre-
sented an engraved plaque as well 
as a letter of appreciation to Dr. 
Janice Emerzian and the other 
members of the Disabled Students 
Program and Services Committee 
for their years of accomplishment 
and help. When asked why he 
took the time and money to hon-
or this committee with an award, 
he replied, “If it wasn’t for their 
program many disabled students 
like me wouldn’t be able to go to 
college.” Their most recent achieve-
ments being the latest disability 
shuttles, pick up spots and new hand 
rails to help support FCC’s disabled 
community. Olivo continued, “Now 
disabled students can get to class on 
time without struggling so hard to 
get there.”

 At the same meeting 
where Mr. Olivo presented the 
award he also handed out a four 
page autobiography he had written 
detailing his tragic life and battles 
with alcoholism. The following is 
comprised of excerpts of this paper 
as well as quotes from an interview 
with Mr. Olivo himself: 

 Daniel Olivo Jr, a disabled 
veteran from the Vietnam War, has 
had anything but an easy life. While 
some people never truly appreciate 
what they have, he’s had to endure 

more during his life than most 
people ever have to experience.

 Born at the end of the 50’s 
to a poor Mexican family, Olivo 
has had to learn the meaning of 
sacrifice and a good work ethic the 
hard way.

 When he was 3yrs old his 
mother, Mrs. Petra L. Olivo, died 
giving birth to his baby brother 

Jerry Olivo on May 8, 1960, moth-
ers day. His baby brother Jerry Ol-
ivo lost his life as well. This started 
his childhood off pretty rough.

 Forced into servitude in 
the migrant fields by the age of  9 yrs 
old by his father, Daniel Olivo Sr. 
Olivo was up at 3.a.m working with 
his father in the fields in an effort 
to help with the families expenses. 
Much like many other impoverish 
Mexican American families in the 
USA, fieldwork was one of the lim-
ited options available of making an 
honest and decent living. His father, 
a violent alcoholic, gave Olivo his 
first beer when he was only twelve 

years old slowly but surely starting 
him on the same path to becoming 
just like his father. Olivo says “My 
father felt that if I could work just as 
hard if not harder than the adults and 
elders, then I could drink a beer with 
the adults and elders.”  By the time he 
was 13yrs old Olivo was an alcoholic 
and felt neglected and abused.

 Later in his life Olivo be-
came a victim of 
assault by two 
men. Which left 
him unconscious 
and severely 
bleeding. After 
the attack Olivo 
had become a 
paraplegic and 
had to go through 
years of physical 
therapy. Over the 
quite a few years 
after the attack 
had learned to 
walk, talk move 
and do basic 
physical actions.

 Though 
his life was filled 
with tragedy, 
work and respon-
sibility, Olivo still 
found a way to go 
to school. Soon 

realizing his affinity for learning at 
fifteen he became an A student, a Cap-
tain and a Battalion Commander in 
the California Cadet Corp. in Tenaya 
Jr. High School. Soon he was teaching 
a military science class at the same 
school to kids not much younger than 
himself.  This is when he came to real-
ize that teaching was what he wanted 
to do with his life. 

 By the time he was sev-
enteen he had to drop out of High 
School because of alcoholism but 
he managed to get a G.E.D. He had 
escaped the poor streets of his neigh-
borhood, brutal abuse at the hands 
of his father, and the drug element 

with the only option he thought 
he had:  joining the army. 

 After  enl is t ing into 
the United States Army Military 
Police Corp during the 1974 Viet-
nam War, Olivo was on the right 
track to changing his life. When he 
graduated Military Police School 
he received his Military School Po-
lice Certificate Award and became a 
Military Policeman. 

 On June 10, 1976 dur-
ing America’s 200th bicentennial 
he was awarded his High School 
Diploma through the Monterey 
Peninsula School District while 
working as a military policeman 
in Fort Ord, Ca. Three months 
later in Sept. 1976 he attended the 
Central Coast Counties Police Dept. 
Gavilian College in Gilroy Ca. and 
graduated as an honor student Dec 
3, 1976. He then received his Peace 
Officers Standard Training, Law 
(P.O.S.T) Enforcement Certificate. 
After which he attended Monterey 
City College and received his Law 
Enforcement Certificate on June 
24, 1977. During the course of his 
studies he remained with the U.S 
army serving as a Calvary Scout in 
the National Guard. “Once a Cal-
vary Scout you’re always a Calvary 
Scout,” Olivo boasts.

 His years at FCC he ob-
tained his Associate in Science 
Degree in Administrative Justice, 
a Certificate of Achievement in 
Police Science, and he managed 
to make the Dean’s List.  As an 
active student body Senator he 
was awarded a trophy for most 
outstanding Senator. He was also 

awarded a plaque for his service and 
hard work as President pro-tempore 
and Inner Club Council Chairman. 
The President of FCC at the time, Dr. 
Clyde McCully awarded him a brass 
lifetime membership student body 
card with his name engraved on it. 
Currently he is attending FCC and 
is studying to be in the liberal arts. 
It is his hope to someday become a 
teacher and share his experience with 
other struggling disabled students. 
Recently he has been elected Vice 
president of the disabled students 
club, with Henry Garcia as the active 
President 

 Dec. 21, 1984 he ironi-
cally received a minor in Chicano 
studies even though he is highly 
influenced by other parts of the La-
tino culture. During this whole life of 
achievements and accomplishments, 
Olivo was still suffering with alcohol-
ism and began the road to recovery. 
On August 2, 2006 he celebrated 
twelve years of sobriety and doesn’t 
plan on using any type of drugs ille-
gal or legal. “…Nevertheless they’re 
drugs, these legal drugs keep the 
financially poor stagnant, while the 
oppressors get richer and laugh at the 
poor all the way to the bank.”

 Olivo had four sons and 
taught them all the meaning of hard 
work and to never give up. Of all his 
achievements he said his children and 
education are his most cherished.

  “Thanks to my life and mili-
tary experiences, my college degree 
and education, I do possess intel-
ligent lips of knowledge. Education 
is a precious jewel that no man can 
take away.”

Rampage Baby New Year 2007

Photo by XXXX

Daniel Olivo presents Janice Emerzian, Ph.D,of the 
other members of the Disabled Students with a plaque

Ian Paul Vedenoff, 15 months,  son of former FCC student Derrik and 
Jessica Vedenoff.
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Apple’s new iPhone 
more than meets the ‘i’

Rampage Search for 
Cartoonists....We need 

you!!!
If you love drawing cartoons, please 
submit your entries along with personal 

information to 
rampage-editor@fresnocitycollege. edu 

Winning entries will run in the following 
issues of the Rampage.

By Buen Moua

Rampage Reporter

 It’s an iPod.  It’s a phone.  
No…it’s an iPhone.

 Apple CEO Steve Jobs 
announced on Tuesday, Jan. 9 the 
company’s latest mobile device, 
the iPhone.  It has all the capa-
bilities of an iPod, with Internet 
access, a camera, and of course it 
is also a cell phone.

 “It’s like having your life 
in your pocket,” stated Jobs in the 
Sacramento Bee.  

 According to  www.
macworld.com, the iPhone is 
controlled by a touch-sensitive 
3.5-inch display.  No buttons 
are used; only one button called 
“home.”  The screen turns into a 
keypad, all that is needed to make 
a call.  The iPhone is 0.46-inch 
thick and weighs 4.8 ounces with 
a 2-megapixel camera, volume 
control, headphone jack, etc.

 It plays both music and 
movies which can be downloaded, 
and comes in a 4-gigabyte model 
staring at $499, and an 8-gigabyte 
model with an extra hundred dol-
lars, as reported in a Sacramento 
Bee article.

 Also announced, Cingu-
lar will be the exclusive service 
provider, with a required two-year 
contract, which is included in the 
price.

Apple Company is among 
the top ranks of music sellers 

worldwide with iTunes, the com-
pany’s online music store, selling 
over 2 billion, 1.6 billion in 2006 
alone, according to Sacramento 
Bee.

Fresno City College student 
Jonathan Smith owns an iPod and 
said that he can’t wait to get the 
new iPhone. 

“I listen to all kinds of mu-
sic and it would be easier to have 
one device than carrying my iPod 
and a cell phone,” Smith said. 

“It is good for download-
ing movies and music, but it’s too 
expensive.  I would not get it,” said 
FCC student Vang Yang, majoring 
in computers.  Yang said he has a 
Motorola Sliver that has iTunes.

The new iPhone will be 
made available to consumers in 
June. 

www.gadgets.elliotback.com

Apple’s new iPhone plays music 
and movies and starts at $499.

continued from page one
Fostering Hope

N e w  W a g e  B r i n g s  N e w  I s s u e s
By Bianca Betancourt

Rampage Reporter

 On September 12, 2007 
Arnold Schwarzenegger signed a 
bill to raise the California mini-
mum wage to 7.50 an hour and to 
8.00 an hour on January 1, 2008. 
This minimum wage increase 
affects everyone around us and 
a huge majority of Fresno City 
College’s student population that 
goes to school and have part time 
jobs. Student Stephanie Torres 
comments on the increase,

  “It is really good even 
though they are increasing it a little 
bit it is good because things are so 
expensive these day and that’s why 
a lot of people go to trade schools 
and stuff. They have to get a good 
job fast and school is usually too 
expensive. I think it will affect me 
a lot and gives me a little bit of 
extra money; I’m excited about it 
because I am one of those people 
with a minimum wage job and this 
will help me pay for books and 
tuition. But I still think that they 
will have to raise it again and I’m 
glad it will be going up again in 

2008 because I think that it is good 
for me because I live at home and 
my parents are still there taking 
care of a lot of expenses. I could 
only imagine what it is like to be 
on my own and having to live on 
minimum wage, one thing that 
does scare me is that prices will 
go up because pay is going up.”

Minimum wage is an obliga-
tion to employers and it is against 
the law for anyone to work for less 
than minimum wage. It is also im-
portant to take notice that the law 
applies to every one of all races and 
ages, to adults and minors. 

On a website it was said that 
the minimum wage increase was a 

victory for the poor, but economi-
cally it seems as though the grass 
is always greener on the other side 
or is it? Assembly Speaker Fabian 
Nunez believes that this sends a 
message to poor families telling 
them that they want to improve 
their quality of life. People have 
to remember to look at the pros 
and cons of the minimum wage 
situation and what they have to 
remember is that an increase in 
minimum wage means an increase 
for employers with minimum-
wage workers. People face the 
risk of being laid off, experiencing 
cut hours, and increased prices to 
customers. 

The Foster Bridge Youth 
Program is now in it’s second se-
mester and has begun the application 
process for the fall of 2007.

The Foster Bridge Youth Pro-
gram is designed to support youth 
between the ages of 18 and 21 who 
have “aged-out” of the foster care 
system. Nearly 200 youths “age-
out” of the Fresno County foster 
care system each year. “The whole 
focus of the Bridge is to get these 

youth to a college level in english 
and math,” said Peg Mericle, FCC 
Dean of Social Sciences and Bridge 
Program Coordinator. In addition to 
english and math courses, Bridge 
students take classes aimed and job 
readiness and team building.

The program aids students 
both in and out of the classroom. Al-
exandra Gonzales, the FCC Bridge 
Counselor, explained that there is 
greater time and resources available 
to foster youth in the program. The 
Bridge program aids students with 
housing, transportation, job place-

ment, and many more of their needs. 
“It’s easier for me because there’s 
more people to guide me to what 
I’m going to do,” said Cassandra 
Martinez, a Bridge student.

Students enroll in the pro-
gram for one year. During the first 
semester, students only take classes 
with other Bridge participants. In 
the second semester, Bridge students 
transition into courses with non-
Bridge students. “It’s good, [but] 
when you’re used to something 
you don’t want to change it,” said 
Martinez. “But, that’s a part of life, 
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By D.C. Leavy

Rampage Reporter

                                          
                     Where does the lost 
and found items all over the FCC 
campus end up?  What happened 
to all those skateboards the cam-
pus police confiscate every year? 
Does the police department have 
their own secret skate park or 
something? Are they trading the 
lost bags and missing walkmans 
for flashlights and batons?

      Like many students 
here on campus, this reporter 
wanted to know where all the 
stuff takes a journey to. Is there 
a troll on a mountain somewhere 
looking over this vast wealth 
of contraband and confiscated 
goods? 

     At FCC, departments 
like the Library and Language 
Arts building are known for 
having a black hole of lost and 
found. 

The Campus Police Depart-
ment receives most of the items 
that students have either lost or 
have had taken away from them 
by Campus Police. It’s the last 
stop for most of our miscellaneous 
goods before their voyage off 
campus.

     From the Math, Science, 
English department all the way 

down to the Business Science each 
division has had more than their 
fare share of lost items. Taking 
care of these lost items isn’t as 
easy as just leaving them in a big 
box by the file cabinet. 

As an established institute 
of higher education Fresno City 
College staff members have a pro-
cedure they must enforce to help 
keep things in order.  For instance, 

if you leave your back pack in the 
library, it’s the job of the Library 
staff to take your back pack to 
the Campus Police, where it will 
be filed and remain at the police 
department until you come by and 
identify it to get it back. 

     Some departments tend 
to take their time with items and 
turn them over to the police when-
ever it is the most convenient to 
them. This has been a problem 

for the police for a while now. The 
longer they hold onto it the less 
chance that the student will come 
to claim it, or even know where it 
is.  Having a name, phone number, 
email address, or student ID will 
help the police return the items to 
the rightful owner.

The Campus Police Depart-
ment will hold most lost items 
received for a maximum of 90 

days.  After that 
the lost items get 
sorted by type and 
are donated.  For 
example, electronic 
devices are turned 
in to the Marjaree 
Mason Center.  The 
lost or confiscated 
accessory items like 
a jacket, sunglasses 
or even a wedding 
ring, are stored in 
the Campus Police 
Station and then do-

nated to the Salvation Army.
Another interesting ques-

tion is where do all the drugs and 
weapons go that get confiscated 
on campus over the years? Well, 
just like any other facility that re-
quires a form of law-enforcement 
like a security guard or volunteer, 
everything that a person can be ar-
rested and charged with, is seized 
and turned over to the Fresno P.D. 
This is so that the incriminating 

Where does it all go? 

www.wtfm.com

evidence (a.k.a paraphernalia) 
can be used in any pending court 
date or trial the suspect may have. 
If the evidence is not used in a 
criminal case against the person 
it was confiscated from, then it’s 
bagged and stored in the police 
evidence locker. This is just until 
the day that it is has been assigned 
for termination. 

Where did all the parking 
tickets go?  So far the campus 
parking attendants have issued an 
estimated 75 tickets on campus. 
These tickets were mainly issued 
for parking in staff parking places 
without a noticeable permit or 
not putting enough money in the 
parking meters. The tickets that are 
usually issued for student parking 
lot violations this semester started 
Jan. 16. For those who don’t know, 
a temporary free pass is given at 
the beginning of this semester for 
student parking. 

A new regime of parking 
attendants (meter maids) are be-
ing trained right now to assign 
tickets for parking violations and 
make you pay a fine at the most 
inconvenient time you have. So 
for any student in search of an 
interesting job this semester, here’s 
your chance.

  One of the officers stated 
that teachers and staff, excluding 
the President and Deans of differ-
ent divisions on campus do not 

have the power or authority to 
confiscate anything from you. 

     They can ask a person to 
put it away, ask them to leave, or 
they can even call the Campus Po-
lice and have the person escorted 
out of the classroom and off of 
school campus, but they DO NOT 
have the power to take anything 
away from any student. 

This is of course excluding 
a passing grade that you might 
need to graduate or transfer. In 
the website www.Youtube.com, 
was a video clip of a professor at 
a different institute who became so 
annoyed that a student answered 
a cell phone call in his classroom 
during one of his lectures, that he 
smashed the students cell phone 
on the ground in front of him, 
instantly shattering it to pieces 
and leaving the auditorium full of 
students in shock and silence over 
what happened. Then the profes-
sor continued with his lecture like 
nothing happened. 

Rest assured fellow pupils 
said, “If this ever happens to you 
the teacher now owes you a new 
cell phone, and if I were you I’d 
get an expensive one.”

At least a few intriguing 
questions are laid to rest not having 
to sit up late at night wondering 
what happened to the skateboard 
the police took from the person 
skating the quad.

Students to save money on educational loans 
By Brandon Lynch

Rampage Reporter

The change in national lead-
ership has brought new promises 
to students; promises that have the 
potential to impact not only their 
lives but also their pocketbook.

House democrats hit the 
ground running in what their call-
ing a pledge to college affordability 
with their “College Student Relief 
Act”, while impassioned debates 
between the two parties continued 
most of the day last week of whose 
plan will greater serve those wish-
ing for an education.

According to C-SPAN on 
Wed. Jan. 17, the interest rate 
of college student loans will be 
reduced from 6.12 percent to 3.4 

percent by 2011.  The cost of the 
bill is estimated at $6 billion over 
five years.  The new rate would be 
in effect July 1, and won’t affect 
current loans.  

Students would save money 
through lower interest rates on 
their education loans.

For Fresno City College 
student Cynthia Teran, real estate 
major, this plan could be just 
the motivation she needs to get 
a loan.  

“I’ve never really consid-
ered a loan because of high inter-
est, so maybe instead of looking 
for financial aid I might look into 
getting a loan,” Teran said.

“High interest rates and 
paying back money makes me 
nervous.  It’s expecting a lot from 

a 20-year-old in paying back huge 
amounts of money upon gradua-
tion,” said FCC journalism major 
Brittany Simmons.

“ Any time interest rates are 
cut, it’s good for the consumer, stu-
dent, and it’s good for the public,” 
said FCC Financial Aid Director 
Frank Ramon.

Ramon added,” They [stu-
dents] will be able to pay off their 
student loans quicker.  The less in-
terest they have to pay the better.”   

The problem, Republicans 
said on C-SPAN, is this new rate 
will do nothing for current stu-
dents, nor will it provide greater 
access for students wishing to 
attend who can’t afford college.  
Even worse, the rate would only 
be realized for a total of 6 months 

Photo by Robin Vallentyne

Brittany Simmons gives her take.

five years from now.  Raising 
the question does this bill help 
college students or college 
graduates?

During election 06’, 
Democrats successful cam-
paign brought control of not 
only the house but also the sen-
ate, giving Democrats, for the 
first time in over 10 year.  One 
campaign promise made was 
to change education opportu-
nities giving those affected by 
the recent tuition increase, a 
new opportunity.  

Republican leaders 
questioned the College Stu-
dent Relief Act on Wed. Jan. 
17, naming it the “Bate and 
Switch” stating “if it weren’t so 
serious it would be funny.”  

The Republicans have a 
different proposal, one with a 
two part focus, a commitment to 
student aid, while holding schools 
accountable for their role in the 
college cost crisis: the ‘College Af-
fordability & Transparency Act.’ 
This would provide students with 
$90 Billion dollars a year – up 300 
percent in 10 years.  The act would 
also give students and parents 
more disclosure about the actual 
costs of college.  In addition, any 
college increasing tuition twice the 
rate of the Consumer Price Index 
would also be forced to disclose 
to students and parents reasons for 
such increase.  

Justin Stoner, District Di-
rector to California’s 21st district 
congressman Devin Nunes said, 
“Tuition costs must be affordable, 
classes must be relevant and the 
faculty must be large enough to 

serve basic educational needs, as 
well as specialized areas that lead 
to growing job-market opportuni-
ties. With regard to the student 
loan interest rate, the Republicans 
in the House supported a measure 
that would increase aid to students 
entering college.”

“Finances can be a big 
deterrent in people’s choice to 
go to university or a vocational 
college. The Democratic measure 
was poorly written. Congressman 
Nunes and other Republicans 
will continue to work with the 
Democratic leadership to make 
substantive changes that will help 
prospective and existing students 
pay for college,” added Stoner. 
         If the new congress is able 
to meet in the middle of both 
Republican’s and Democrat’s 
plans, students stand the chance of 
coming out real winners. 
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Plan Now to Study Abroad this Summer!
LONDON

June 9 – July 1, 2007
Visit historic landmarks throughout London as you study and earn 

transferable college credits!

Human Sexuality:  3 units
Mark Harmon  (mark.harmon@scccd.edu)

Conservation of Natural Resources:  3 units
Amie Mazzoni  (amie.mazzoni@reedleycollege.edu)

Information Sessions
February 1, 5:30 District Office Board Room; 

February 27, 5:30 District Office Board Room; 
March 15, 5:30 District Office Board Room

SPAIN
May 31 – June 30, 2007

Experience the rich culture, people and language of beautiful Spain as 
you study Spanish and earn transferable college credits!

Spanish (all levels):  4 units
Carmen Mata  (carmen.mata@fresnocitycollege.edu)

History, Heritage & Culture of Spain:  3 units
Art Amaro  (art.amaro@fresnocitycollege.edu)

Information Sessions
February 1, 4:30 District Office Board Room; 
February 27, 4:30 District Office Board Room; 

March 28, 4:30, District Office Board Room
Questions? Call Kim Quesada at 244-5906

continued from page one

Carpooling can be the answer to FCC’s parking woes

The Ram’s Tale gears up for 2007 publication
By Ife-Chudeni Oputa

Rampage Reporter

Submissions are now be-
ing accepted for the 2007 edition 
of The Ram’s Tale. The Fresno 
City College student literary and 
arts journal has been around since 
the 1980s. “It’s a wonderful way 
to celebrate our students’ creativ-
ity,” said Margaret Hiebert, FCC 

English instructor and the Ram’s 
Tale Managing Editor.

The Ram’s Tale publishes 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction, pho-
tography, and 2-D art. Students 
can submit multiple pieces in 
multiple categories. 

Faculty members involved 
with the journal encourage ev-
eryone to submit. “The Ram’s 
Tale, in it’s history, has published 

a person who just wants to have 
that one poem in print,” said Lee 
Herrick, FCC English instructor 
and past Ram’s Tale judge, “but 
it’s often a stepping stone toward 
larger things.”

Fresno City College Eng-
lish faculty judge the many sub-
missions. “We look for quality, 
things that stand out… diversity,” 
said Hiebert “In the fiction catego-

ry we’re looking for a good story. 
In poetry we’re looking for strong 
images and wonderful language. In 
the art section we’re looking for 
arresting images.”

With the exception of being 
an FCC student there is little cri-
teria for submission. “The criteria 
is to have been inspired by some-
thing, to have some depth to it … 
and then send it in to us, because 

we will be able to see that and 
read that in the work,” said Zay 
Logan, FCC English instructor 
and the Ram’s Tale Co-Editor.

The deadline for submis-
sions is February 1st. For submis-
sion forms students can visit the 
Humanities Division office, or 
contact Zay Logan at ext. 8469, or 
Margaret Hiebert, at ext. 8101.

Estimated 
Project 

     Budget

2002-05       

 Actual Expenditures

2005-06    

 Budget

2005-06

 Expenditures To 
Date

2005-06 

Encumbrances

Total Expenditures

Design Services 171,539 22,083 0 0 0 22,083
Consultant Services 64,327 0 0 0 0 0
Fees & Other Charges 38,446 0 10,000 1,903 0 1,903
Construction & Equipment 2,144,234 0 0 0 0 0
Inspection & Testing 105,442 0 0 0 0 0
Contingency 107,212 0 0 0 0 0
Total 2,631,200 22,083 10,000 1,903 0 23,986

 Long, winding lines of 
cars. Bumper to bumper traffic. 
Welcome to the Fresno City Col-
lege parking lots?
 Usually encounters 
like this only occur on major 
freeways across the country, but 
students that have attended FCC 
can say this has been a problem 
for semesters.
 “Parking [at Fresno City 
College] is always a hassle,” said 
FCC sophomore Alexis Sears. 
“You have an 9:00 a.m. class and 
have to leave before 7:30 just 

to make sure you get a spot, its 
ridiculous.”
Currently, there are 2,230 park-
ing spots on the FCC campus 
available to students. The 
number increases to 2,417 after 5 
p.m. Take those 2,230 spots and 
factor them in with 9,514 parking 
decals sold this semester, its not 
surprising that parking is this big 
of a problem on campus.  
 To try to ease the prob-
lem, Financial Assistance Officer 
Bill Carr said he could have the 
solution to the long lines of cars 
that weave their way around 
campus during the peak hours 

Photo by Robin Vallentyne
Parking meter out of order.

of the day. Giving preference to 
those who carpool
 “The short term solution 
of having the shuttles running at 
the beginning of each semester is 
a start,” explained. “Students and 
faculty are still having a tough 
time finding parking on campus, 
therefore if a carpooling system 
were in place for the campus, it 
would cut back on the harmful 
emissions to the environment 
while at the same time opening 
up parking spaces for those need-
ing to get to FCC.”
 The idea is in its early 
stages but Carr sees his idea 

working in the same way that the 
general parking decals already 
operate. Parking monitors would 
go and make their daily rounds 
and would also look for viola-
tors of the carpooling spots that 
would be implemented on cam-
pus as well as the general student 
parking.  
 Those who choose to 
carpool would get a decal of a 
designated color and there would 
be a certain number of spots in 
each lot where drivers with those 
decals can park their cars. 
The number of slots is yet to be 
determined since the specifics are 
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Scholarships Lost 

by Cody Gless
Rampage Reporter

A day in the Life

Imagine being brand new to your job 
and having to be the first person, on sight, to 
witness the aftermath of the brutal shootings 
of two students and a professor. This is one 
incident that SCCCD Police Officer Ran-
dall Marks will never forget. The incident 
took place at the science building early in 
Officer Marks’ stint with the Fresno City 
College Campus Police. The professor had 
been paralyzed from the waist down; one 
of the students had suffered a head wound 
caused by the bullet grazing her scalp, and 
the second student, the assailant, commit-
ted suicide immediately after the shootings. 
This is only one of the many incidents Of-
ficer Marks has experienced in his tenure 
with the campus police, a career he began 
on February 23, 1983. 

 This, however, is not a typical 
workday for a campus police officer, re-
ported Officer Marks. The day generally 
begins with a briefing, and then periodic 
calls throughout the day. Some major re-
sponsibilities include: resolving parking 
conflicts, registering incidents such as 
break-ins, domestic violence, and referring 
students to the dean for appropriate disci-
plinary actions. 

 Officer Marks began his training 

right here at FCC, where he earned his de-
gree and completed 520 hours at the Police 
Academy on campus. In 1983, 520 hours 
was the standard amount of training required 
for P.O.S.T [Peace Officer Standard Train-
ing]. Now, a minimum of 1000 hours are 
needed before new officers are issued body 
armor, badge, a 40 caliber Beretta with belt, 
holster and magazines, baton, handcuffs, 
pepper spray, and raincoats.

 Officer Marks couldn’t be happier 
in his career decisions, “I love this job too 
much to think of anything else,” said Marks, 
who choose campus safety out of the long 
line of law-enforcement positions. Officer 
Marks listed several of the benefits he be-
lieved were benefits of working as a campus 
police officer. For him, the primary reason 
for pursuing campus police work is that it 
is a much safer environment and he does 
not have to experience rape and homicide 
first-hand most of the time. Officer Marks 
said he also enjoys working with a younger 
age group and is able to mentor and assist 
students.

Officer Marks said he not only assists 
students through his police duties but also 
through academic counseling as well by 
providing students with insight and giving 
them a push to stay in school and go to class. 
Officer Marks said he truly feels that he has 
made a difference through impacting not just 
students but the staff at FCC as well. 

Photo by Cinthia Rodriguez

by Ashley Harris
Rampage Contributor  

Fresno City College offers scholar-
ships to students, but many students are ei-
ther unaware of the opportunities to get this 
‘free’ money or simply don’t try. One might 
assume that students would jump at the 
chance to win up to $ 2,000 
if they act before March 2nd 
but that assumption seems 
disproved when visiting the 
sparsely populated Financial 
Aid lab. 

 “Most people come 
into the financial aid of-
fice to fill out the FAFSA,” 
explained Khammoune Xai-
panya, an FCC student who 
works in the Financial Aid office. “ Very few 
people have come in to use the lab to apply 
for scholarships.” 

FCC’s Institutional scholarships are 
made available through donations given 
to the State Center Community College 
District Foundation. Awards ranging from 
$100-$2000 are given to those who fill out 
the application and qualify each year. 

These scholarships are only available 
to new or returning FCC students, so those 
who are transferring next fall need not ap-
ply. For those who will be continuing their 
education at Fresno City, this could be a 
golden opportunity.

A few of the scholarships available 
are; FCC Associated Student’s, Bank of 
America Foundation, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Memorial, NAACP, Hmong Student 

Club, and the Puente Project scholarship.
This year, students are able to ap-

ply for scholarships online. The now two 
year old ScholarX program has all the bugs 
worked out of it and is quite user friendly. 
Simply go to www.fresnocitycollege.edu 
and click the link for Scholarship Opportuni-
ties. The page has access to all the informa-

tion you need to know. 
“Read thoroughly,” ad-

vised Cathie Johnson, the FCC 
Scholarship Coordinator. She 
emphasized that it is quite 
important for applicants to 
consider the qualifications for 
each scholarship. “Students 
should make their personal 
statement relevant, and let the 
reader know what they’re ap-

plying for.” 
Most importantly, Johnson strongly 

suggested that students mention they’re 
qualifications. The ScholarX application 
consists of a questionnaire, one page per-
sonal statement, and letters of recommenda-
tion retrieved through e-mail. 

Last fall Erika Gutierrez was awarded 
$100 in scholarship money. She, like about 
four hundred other FCC students last year, 
applied online for one of the institution 
scholarships that our campus offers.

 “I found out about the scholarships 
through my counselor,” said Gutierrez. 
“The online application made the process 
a lot easier.” 

Gutierrez said she is planning on ap-
plying for scholarships again this year. “It’s 
really easy, easier than the FAFSA. I can buy 

www.google.com

of an FCC police officer
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Should we send more troops into Iraq?
Foreign affairs aren’t our problem, let 
them deal with their own issues...

We made a commitment, we have to see 
this through...

Will a troop increase make any real difference in the wartime effort?

by Eddie Ortiz
Rampage reporter

Campus Voices

by Brandon Lynch
Rampage reporter

The cost is high.  Violence in Iraq is 
at an all time high.  Nearly 100 troops are 
dying each month and the United States is 
spending $2 billion each week.  The cost for 
a quick withdraw, however, is even higher.

The Iraqi Study Group, a bipartisan 
group with members like retired United 
States Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, came up with four recommen-
dations for an exit strategy.  None of the 
recommendations shined as “the one”, but 
only showed the lesser of the evils.

We committed ourselves to this war 
when we invaded Iraq.  Right or Wrong, it 
doesn’t matter now.  That part of history can’t 
be changed.  We cannot cut and run now.  We 
would be sending the wrong message to the 
World.  Are we willing to say, “we’ve made a 
mistake and we’re going to let you guys work 
out your problems now?”  I hope not.  

Adding troops will provide more 
security and reinforce the existing military 
presence.  It will also provide United States 
troops to be incorporated within Iraqi forces.  
This addition will help train existing Iraqi 
forces.  The sooner the Iraqi forces are 
trained and confident in their abilities, the 
sooner our brothers and sisters, moms and 
dads can come home.

I whole-heartedly believe in the war 
we are currently fighting.  It’s a testament to 
the true power and economic might of our 
country.  During a time when vulnerability 
left us prone and defenseless, we chose to 

show our strength.
We don’t always understand why 

things happen. Take for instance the Gulf 
War.  Why in the world didn’t we finish the 
mission and capture Saddam Hussein then?  
He was an evil dictator who committed acts 
of genocide against his own people, and 
invaded a neighboring country. 

Capturing Saddam Hussein opened 
the door for the United States to flex its 
muscles and remind the world that our 
resolve for freedom remains unchanging. 
At the same time we have been able to lib-
erate a people from an oppressive dictator 
and create at least a hint of freedom.  That 
freedom cannot be realized unless the Iraqi 
people step up to the plate.

Our commitment and belief in the 
Iraqi people is starting to fade. My support 
is with the Iraqi people and my faith is in 
democracy and the freedom that comes with 
it. The Iraqis have been provided the oppor-
tunity and they need to take hold of it and 
thrive.  If adding additional military support 
can achieve this goal, then all the cost and 
lives lost will not have been in vain. 

“I don’t agree with it. I 
think it’s ridiculous.”

-Brigette Chavez
Art History

“There’s an un-
derlying agenda. A 

deeper reason we’re 
in Iraq.”

-Scott Braden
Political Science

“I think it’s dumb. We 
shouldn’t send more 

troops. I think [Presi-
dent Bush] should 

look at more options.”

-Georgina Salazar
Social Work

“It was great when 
we first entered 

and defended them 
against Saddam. I 

don’t think we should 
be there anymore.”

-Sasha Bell
Journalism

“ Bad Idea. We have 
enough troops over 

there.”

-Mike Lawrence
Welding

How do you feel about President Bush’s decision to send more troops to Iraq?

“The sooner the Iraqi 
forces are trained and 
confident in their abili-

ties, the sooner our 
brothers and sisters, 
moms and dads can 

come home.”

In a 25-minute speech President Bush 
laid out his new strategy for Iraq. Bush an-
nounced an additional 21,500 troops will be 
sent to Iraq. This move was not what most 
Americans, myself included, wanted to hear. 
This is a dangerous move on Bush’s part.    

We have been at war in Iraq for three 
years already and the casualty rate of our 
men and women keep rising. 3,055 Ameri-
can soldiers have been killed in Iraq since 
the war began in 2003.

The addition of more U.S. troops in 
Iraq is sure to make 2007 a deadly year for 
our men and women.  American soldiers 
are being killed at an alarming rate, not to 
mention innocent Iraqi civilians. Adding 
more troops is a step in the wrong direction 
and will ultimately mean more violence 
and carnage.

What are we solving? Nothing. How 
many more mothers and fathers are going to 
have to bury their children? This adminis-
tration will never know the pain that many 
parents face. Bush and his advisors do not 
know the pain of sending their offspring into 
the calamity that is Iraq. Since when has the 
Iraqi government become the United States 
main priority?

I know the Republican Party would 
say that exiting out of Iraq would mean the 
collapse of the Iraqi government; WHO 
CARES!! That’s Iraq’s problem; let it col-
lapse.

Yes, I know since we’ve been there 

they have had an election and Saddam’s 
regime is no longer in control. And I know 
the reason our military forces are there 
is to free the Iraqi people from Saddam’s 
evil grip. He raped and murdered his own. 
Wrong I know, but ultimately not the United 
State’s problem.

I believe it’s time for the United 
States to stop being the watchdog to all 
helpless nations. It’s time that our govern-
ment put the United State’s concerns before 
any other foreign nation. $5.6 billon has 
gone into this senseless war and it needs 
to stop.

I’m ready for my government to take 
care of the homeless, the violence that takes 
place every day, and other problems that 
take place on home base. I know we can’t 
just pack up and leave Iraq. We have been 
brain washed into thinking exiting Iraq early 
would mean defeat.

I think it’s time that our President 
wake up and realize he’s losing the public’s 
support and confidence. Sending more 
troops means more violence. More violence 
means an increase in the casualty rate and a 
deeper financial commitment.

It’s time for the Iraqis to defend their 
own nation. The United States can’t keep re-
sponding ever time they call 911. One thing 
is for certain, were watching you President 
Bush. You fooled us once, shame on us if 
you fool us twice.
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Attempting to progress effectively in 

The Age of MySpace 

Matthew T. Mendez
Editor-in-Chief

Views

Sex, education, and you
 Do you feel that? It’s com-

ing. It is almost 1 month before the 
ultimate drown your single heart 
sorrows in rum and ice cream day. 
Also known to the rest of the world 
as Valentines Day. I have definitely 
noticed the Xs on my calendar be-
coming shaky, as the candy parade 
is about to commence.

  I know what your think-
ing. Single girl, freaking out about 
love, intimacy, and companionship. 
While this is partially true I would 
just like to clarify a few things. 
Companionship is easy, there are 
tons of great people out there and 
if half the world would just try to 
have a conversation they might 
even enjoy it. No, companionship 
is a basic cave man tribe trait; even 
the fugliest of creatures can man-
age to find it somehow. Now love, 
love is a different story altogether, 
albeit that can entail horror as well 
as fantasy. Yet as D- day (oops I 
mean V-day) approaches and tales 
of new found romance are in the 
air, I can’t help but wonder why is 
it so often that sex is the topic that 
floats in between fact and fiction? 

There is a lot of information 
out in the world that dives into the 
deepest corners of the sex realm. 
People spend their whole lives writ-
ing books about how to do it, when 
to do it, when not to do it, who you 
should and shouldn’t do it with and 
even how to do it better. Yet with all 
of this knowledge, people give and 
receive sexually transmitted diseases 
all the time. Take for example, the 
Human Pappillomavirus also known 
as HPV. I’m sure you’ve heard of it, 
or at least seen the commercials with 
young, spunky, athletic, teenage girls 
telling America how they want to be 
“one less” woman with HPV by get-
ting the new vaccine Guardasil. 

Remaining in the theme of 
information here’s a short history 
lesson on HPV. It is the most com-
mon sexually transmitted infection 
in the United States, and there are 
100 different types, 30 of which can 
be sexually transmitted. Symptoms 
can include abnormal pap tests and 
genital warts. Even worse female 
HPV carriers have a higher risk of 
developing cervical cancer. While 
“One less” might be the slogan for 
promoting the vaccine, it’s not a bad 
idea for promoting safe sex. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease con-
trol and prevention, with 20 million 

people currently carrying the virus an 
additional 6.2 million will be infected 
per year. What’s worse is that half of 
the carriers both male and female are 
between the ages of 15- 24.

With numbers like these, HPV 
is not something to be ignored, nor 
should any possible mention of con-
tracting genital warts. Yet how many 
people do you know personally, who 
have had unprotected sex? I mean 
even though most of us have had to 
go to the regulatory sex Ed class, 
could it be that we were are all so 
sexually driven that we just didn’t 
pay attention?  I mean how else can 
you explain the lack of brain power 
that people use when it comes to 
protecting themselves from venereal 
diseases, not to mention unplanned 
pregnancies. Maybe it’s lack of 
common sense; it can’t be lack of 
information, but what about the way 
the information is given? If this is 
the reason then there can only be one 
major culprit. Sex Ed!

When I look back on my per-
sonal experience with sex Ed, it was 
all very amusing. My 60-year-old 
teacher conducted her class much in 
the same way an arts and crafts class 
would be run. We made collages of 
our future model families (all with 
planned pregnancies of course), we 

even made mobiles of the traits that 
our ideal mate would have. But the 
icing on the cake had to be when 
we made babies out of five pound 
bags of flour, which we then had to 
carry around for a week! As if that 
would show us what it’s really like 
to have the responsibility of parent-
ing a child. It was like some comi-
cal form faulty birth control. Of 
course there were also times when 
my teacher would invite out side 
guests from Planned Parenthood to 
sneak some valuable comments into 
the cut and paste montage that was 
sixth period. All in all there were 
bits of information but I don’t ever 
remember being freaked out by a 
new sex concept that I had never 
heard of before.

Quiet possibly it could be 
the way that we are taught to think 
about sex, which we inevitably do 
all the time anyways. It’s in every 
social situation and setting, on bill-
boards and magazines, sex usually 
grabs your attention and doesn’t let 
go. In a society that glorifies the act 
of being sexy, can we really expect 
the current sex Ed classes to effect 
young adults the way they have in 
the past? 

 
 To us, the time human be-

ings spend as the universe’s domi-
nant species is close to eternal. We 
are the unquestioned superior to 
the rest of the world’s attempts to 
repeat perfection. We assume this 
will always be. Guess what happens 
when you assume too much…

 To the universe, we humans 
are petty. We are judgmental, hypo-
critical, diabolical, and most of all, 

disposable. In fact, we should be 
doing everything we possibly can do 
to maintain our place atop the food 
chain, but instead, we squander our 
opportunity by waging unjustified 
wars, conforming to the lowest com-
mon denominator, and worshipping 
pointless material possessions. 

 That ain’t even the half of 
it. 

  Mind-numbing time-wasters 
such as MySpace and Craigslist are 
far from being the means that the 
devil infiltrates the body of the living, 
but they just may be the seedlings to 
his potentially flourishing garden of 
evil. 

 And by that ,  I  procla im 
MySpace is officially a bad thing 
now. Yeah, officially. Startiiiiiing 
now!

 When you start recogniz-
ing strangers in the mall as #113 on 
your friend’s list, you’ve been on 
The Space too long. When you see 
upgrades to your profile in almost 

the same light as you see upgrades to 
your car audio system, you’re spend-
ing way too much time in Space. 
When you have a T-shirt that says 
“you looked better on MySpace” in 
your wardrobe, then…well, you get 
the picture. 

 This is the age of Bluetooth, 
Internet 2, and a Tickle Me Elmo doll 
that is obviously possessed by the 
souls of easily amused ghost labor-
ers. That’s right, I didn‘t get that joke 
either.

 This is no time to be posting 
bulletins explaining your feelings 
on an hourly basis. Besides, nobody 
really cares all that much about what 
somebody else does unless it affects 
them personally, or if that person is 
“talkin’ shit.” 

 “Talkin’ shit” has got to be 
the No. 1 cause of fights existing 
today for young people. Making 
matters even more dangerous is that 
“shit” can now be posted online via 
MySpace bulletin, or left on your 

profile via MySpace comment. This 
sometimes leads to females flipping 
out of their minds and blaming all of 
life’s problems on MySpace. Some-
times, it can even escalate to the 
point of profile deletion. This is a 
very productive method of problem 
solving…NOT! (see Borat movie to 
get joke)

 But I digress from the potty 
talk, and must somehow get back to 
the point.

 In the age of MySpace, 
other forms of communicationn 
have become more of a hassle than 
anything else. 

How difficult is it to talk on 
the phone and listen to music at 
the same time now? Can you watch 
television and still hold a meaning-
ful conversation? 

I know I can’t. Stupid, conve-
nient internet. 

  
ironically, you can yell at me 

at www.myspace.com/lowercase-
jenkins
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Joe
Knows

with Joseph Rios

Joe knows about
World of Warcraft

A s k  t h e  I n t e r n s
Dear Interns,

I am an older student with young 
children. I have been at City College for 
two semesters. I’m having a really hard 
time working and going to school. Are 
there any ways that you can direct me to 
find time for both children and school? 

Signed, Lost in Priorities

Dear Lost,
 Being a student is tough enough 

without the added responsibilities of work-
ing and raising children. Balancing all three 
presents a very unique set of challenges. We 
would like to start by applauding you for 
having the courage to take on all three roles 
simultaneously. As with most problems in 
life, there is more than one way to approach 
balancing numerous responsibilities. The 
following are some tips to help navigate 
the journey successfully: 1) Scheduling and 
Organization: Having a set schedule/routine 
will not only help keep you organized and 
on task, but having a consistent routine also 
provides an essential source of security and 
predictability for children. A day planner 
should be your new best friend! 2) Time 
Management: Learn to take full advantage 
of otherwise unused moments. Carry study 
materials (i.e., flashcards, textbooks, notes) 
with you to places where you may be able 
to squeeze in a mini study session like the 
gym, lunch hour, Dr.’s appointments, beauty 

salon, and even the bathroom. 3) Set Ap-
propriate Boundaries: With so many things 
to juggle, it is important to acknowledge 
your limitations. Know your priorities and 
learn how to say no. You can’t please ev-
eryone all the time. 
Your responsibili-
ties are to yourself, 
your children, and 
the completion of 
your goals. 4) Super-
heroes are for Comic 
Books: Everyone 
needs a little help at 
some point in their 
life. Seek out and 
utilize any and all 
resources available 
to you (i.e., fam-
ily, significant other, 
friends, church, tuto-
rial/career centers, 
psychological ser-
vices, etc.). Don’t 
compare yourself 
to others with fewer 
responsibilities and 
obligations. Degree completion is not a race. 
Give yourself extra time to achieve your 
goal, if needed. 5) Use Creative Parenting: 
Understand that quality time with your chil-
dren is more important than quantity. Instead 
of trying to be “Supermom” use the time, 
however insignificant it may seem to you, 

with your children wisely.  Involving your 
children in meal preparation can not only be 
a time saving strategy but also a good source 
of quality time. Institute a before-bedtime 
ritual that allows you uninterrupted quality 

time with your chil-
dren. Take advantage 
of the opportunity to 
act as a role model by 
implementing “study 
time” in which you 
and your children 
both work on your 
respective homework 
assignments togeth-
er. 6) Don’t Neglect 
Your Personal Life: 
Contrary to popu-
lar belief, it is NOT 
selfish to put your 
own needs first. If 
you don’t take care 
of yourself, you will 
be no help for others. 
Make sure you make 
time for relaxation 
(i.e., take a hot bath 

or long shower, pamper yourself, take your 
lunch outside and have a private picnic, 
take a night off – no kids) and recreation 
(i.e., date night (with significant other), get 
lost in a good book/magazine, get together 
with friends, go for a walk/jog, take a drive 
to the coast, or otherwise engage in activi-

ties that make you smile). J Hopefully this 
information will be of use to you. Thank you 
for taking the time to write in. 

Good Luck, The Interns

You can mail “Ask the Interns” let-
ters to: Fresno City College Psychological 
Services c/o Dr. Brian Olowude 1101 E. 
University Ave. Fresno, CA 93741. Letters 
can also be dropped off in the following 
locations:  above the bookstore in Psycho-
logical Services or the Rampage office, in 
the nurse’s office, DSP&S, or at the Career 
Center. We are looking forward to hearing 
from you Fresno City.

The information contained in this 
column cannot replace or substitute for the 
services of trained professionals. Due to 
time and space (in the column), we may 
not be able to answer all of the questions 
provided. If you have serious psychological 
issues you should contact the Psychological 
Services Department on campus (ext. 8055) 
or another mental health professional.  If you 
have a life threatening emergency contact 
campus police (ext. 8201) or dial 911!  We 
make no guarantees concerning any treat-
ment or action by any person following the 
information provided in this column.  We are 
not liable for any damages that may result.  
The information offered can be regarded 
as trustworthy, supported by research, and 
reliable, however we make no guarantees of 
positive outcomes.

I pulled into the Sierra Vista Mall 
parking lot having already made arrange-
ments to meet my friend Ephraim outside 
of GameStop.

Loyal consumers of the narcotic-like 
computer game known as World of Warcraft 
(released in 2004), anxiously awaited the 
release of the newest expansion January 
16. True zealots showed up to get their pre-
ordered copy at midnight. 

I joined the crowd.
For those who don’t know what 

World of Warcraft is, you should ask the 8 
million players worldwide – if you can pull 
them away from their keyboard.

I don’t play WoW but I’ll give you 
the low-down on what all of the hubbub 
is about. Each player goes out and spends 
roughly $20-$30.00 on the basic game and 
then sets up an account which costs about 
15 bucks a month to maintain. 

Each player creates a character and 
name that is entirely unique to them and then 
begins at the bottom with shoddy skills and 
abilities. Each player can “level” up from 1 
to 60 and earn better armor and abilities that 
are useful in the game. (Owners of the new 
expansion can go to level 70).

Sixty is the goal, or at least it was. 
Each player gets involved in quest after 
quest and hooks up with other players from 
the game’s two sides: the Alliance and the 
Hoard. You, along with many others, can 
team up and explore the seemingly endless 
landscape available in the game. Improving 
your characters skills and equipment quickly 

becomes your only goal in life. 
This is where most people run into 

trouble. This is where jobs are lost, girl-
friends walkout, grades drop, and lives see 
the bottom of the toilet. 

Getting to any level beyond 60 takes 
weeks of dedicated play. When I say dedi-
cated, I’m talking about hours and hours a 
day, sometimes as many as 18 in one day. 

Granted, not all players play in 18 
hour sittings. That’s for the lifeless, super-
nerds who have little else besides massive 
multiplayer online role-playing games like 
WoW.

The guys I’m meeting up with swear 
they’re not like that. 

No, the guys I’m meeting up with 
have lives. They have jobs, go to school, 
even girlfriends. 

They don’t meet the classic image 
of an overweight or underweight and pale 
nerd behind the keyboard who spouts off the 
game terminology like a second language. 

These guys hung out with the cool 
crowd in high school. They dressed some-
what fashionably and, for the most part, 
aren’t too bad looking. 

They don’t openly tell others about 
their obsession with WoW. Uh-uh. No way. 
That’s like admitting you collect Troll dolls 
or own a Frodo costume. Someone find-
ing out you play WoW is like your mom 
looking under your bed and finding your 
stash of Klingon pornography – don’t ask, 
don’t tell. 

They take almost an elitist standpoint 
when it comes to inter-player socialization. 
They constantly remind themselves that 
they’re not nerds, they have lives outside of 
the game, and that they’re not addicted.

I went online to decipher what it 
means to be an addict and what are a few 
of the warning signs. This is what I found. 
These findings deal with drugs. Practically 
the same thing if you ask me. 

People who are addicted to 
drugs:

•	 experience negative consequences 
associated with using but continue to use 
despite those consequences. (loss of job, 
quitting school, divorce)

•	 set limits on how much or how 
often they will use but unexpectedly exceed 
those limits. (hours and hours of play)

•	 promise themselves and/or other 
people that they will use in moderation but 
break those promises. (“I won’t let it get that 
bad” – yeah, right.)

•	 feel guilty or remorseful about 
their using but still fail to permanently alter 
the way they use. (“I missed out on that 
party, didn’t do my essay, called in sick from 
work” – you have a problem man.)

•	 get complaints about their using 
and resent, discount, and/or disregard those 
comments and complaints. (girlfriend/wife 
kicks you to the curb, parents kick you out, 
boss fires you – you’re messing up.)

It’s a bit sad, but people have lost 
their jobs, wives, and lives due to their ad-
diction to this game.

When I meet other people who play 
WoW they always ask me, “Do you play?”

I say, “Psh. No. I like having a 
life.”

Just say no kids, just say no. 

PROPS...

• to having to warm your car up in 
the morning due to freezing cold tempera-
tures.

• to finding a parking space at Fresno 
city.

• to people who go to Fresno city for 
the first two weeks just to collect financial 
aide.

• to people driving slow in the fast 
lane. 

• to people who don’t use their 
blinkers.

• to waking up early.
• to people who leave lousy tips for 

good waiters or waitresses. 
• to people who hang out at Fresno 

City College on a daily basis but don’t have 
a single class, you know who you are.

CHOPS...

• to winter vacation passed and spring 
break to come.

• to the sidekick, they are still going 
strong.  

• to fast food restaurants with 99-cent 
menus.

• to Reggie bush and the saints for 
having such a great year. 

• to minimum wage going up, cha-
ching!

• to oatmeal raisin cookies. 
• to all the sports teams at Fresno City 

College, hope you all have a great season.
• to the teaching staff, hopefully you 

won’t be too hard on the students.

by Bianca Betancourt
Rampage reporter










